
705 Pine Street, New Orleans, LA
A brief history of the building and its owners.

The Town of Greenville:
The history of the town of Greenville begins with the 
purchase by James Ogilvie of a section of the Foucher 
Plantation on February 27, 1836. The town derives its 
name from John Greene, one of Ogilvie’s business part-
ners.  Ogilvie and Green, along with third partner Oliver 
Aiken, hired the surveyor Benjamin Buisson to draw a 
plan for the development of Greenville, laying out streets 
and appropriate public spaces (shown below). Greenville 
survived as an independent political entity for over three 
decades before the City of New Orleans annexed it, along 
with much of the rest of the uptown section, in 1870.  
Despite the town’s absorption into metropolitan New Or-
leans, the original Buisson survey remains an indispens-
able point of reference in property transactions, thereby 
keeping the spirit of Greenville alive in the present day.  
The names of streets in Greenville underwent changed 
on occasion since Buisson first formulated them in 1836.  
Two of the streets bounding Square 74 today, Hampson 
and Maple, appeared on Buisson’s map as Washington 
and Second, respectively.  Washington turned into Hamp-
son above the bend in the street that took place at the 
Lowerline intersection.  

The House:
On June 30, 1914, the Security Building & Loan Associa-
tion contracted with well-known New Orleans architect 
Edwin L. Markel to construct “a single, two-story, stucco 
residence” at 705 Pine Street. On November 18, Charles 
Alltmont purchased the brand new house and became its 
first resident. Alltmont’s home fit nicely into the quickly 
developing neighborhood around it, an area filled increas-
ingly with modern houses for affluent New Orleanians. 
Charles Alltmont worked as a wine & brandy dealer in the 
business district of New Orleans, partnering at times with 
his brother, Alfred, who lived nearby at 727 Pine.  During 
World War I, the Alltmonts faced a federal indictment for 
“conspiracy to ship liquor into dry territory,” swept up in 
the hysteria surrounding the United States’ involvement 
in World War I. Fortunately for the Alltmonts, the govern-
ment never prosecuted the charges.  

In 1952, John R. “Jack” Perez (left) & his 
wife, Elizabeth Anne McGehee purchased 
the home.  John Perez made a number of 
headlines as a perennial candidate for state 
representative from the 14th Ward of New 
Orleans, though he never achieved victory 
in that race. Also during the Perez inhab-
itancy, in 1954, a fire sparked by a faulty 
gas heater caused “heavy damage” to the 
second story of the residence. Throughout 
the years, 705 Pine hosted a variety of so-

cial events, from bridge parties to political fundraisers and 
lectures. The home is owned on the centennial of its con-
struction by Dr. Charles K. Tolleson and his wife, Maria. 
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LEFT: Fragment of an 1836 survey showing 
the agreed upon property lines at the act of 
sale from Louis F. Foucher to James Ogilvie.  
The left side of the survey has been lost.  From 
Acts of Theodore Seghers, Notary Public, Vol. 
14, Act 109.  Courtesy Clerk of Civil Court, 
Notarial Archives Division.
 
BELOW LEFT: John P. Eckendorff ’s 1934 
copy of Benjamin Buisson’s April 15, 1836 
Plan of Greenville, Divided into Lots.  While 
the squares and lots on Buisson’s plan look the 
same today, improvements such as the pro-
posed market and railroad on Broadway Street 
were never carried out.  

ABOVE: Soards’ 1915 New Orleans City Directory
TOP RIGHT CORNER: A page from the Building Contract between George 
Leahy, President of the Security Building & Loan Association and Edwin L. 
Markel, architect and contractor.  Markel earned a local reputation for himself 
in the early 20th century by securing the first building permit of the year for 16 
years in a row, from 1907 to 1923.  John Kendall’s 1922 History of New Orleans 
described Markel as “one of the representative architects, contractors, and build-
ers in the City of New Orleans...an acknowledged leader in his native city.”  
IMMEDIATE RIGHT: A 1914 Walter Seghers survey made at the time of the 
home’s construction.
FAR RIGHT: A 1964 F.G. Stewart survey of the property completed for the Perez 
family.  Note the inclusion of the original lots 1-4 facing Hampson.

2010-present Charles K. & Maria Tolleson
2007-2010 Paul & Rochelle Ganucheau
1982-2007 Henry Rothschild
1977-1982 Henry & Tanea Miller Rothschild
1972-1977 Thomas & Maud Miller Deane
1952-1972 John R. & Elizabeth Perez
1944-1952 Earl A. Pic
1923-1944 James V. & Edna Demarest Dunbar
1914-1923 Charles Alltmont
1875-1914 Emile Hoehn
1874-1875 Alexander Debrunner
1853-1874 John Henry Peyton
1850-1852 Dr. Cornelius Beard
1849-1850 A.C. & M.L. Ainsworth
1836-1849 New Orleans & Carrollton Railroad
1834-1836 James Ogilvie
1800-1934 Louis F. Foucher

-1800 Bartholomew LeBreton

Previous Owners of 705 Pine Street, New Orleans
       Date   Owner(s)


