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A brief history 
By Greg Beaman 

 
2216 Esplanade Avenue stands among three houses constructed by Julius Weis in 1882.  Weis engaged 
builder Emile E. Dreyfous to build the three homes.  Dreyfous took out two permits related to the work, 
transcribed: 
 [February]  15th 
Bld  E. Dreyfous Esplanade [between] + Miro + Tonti 3 houses 

Frame 2 story  slate [roof]  $10,00 [sic]     
 
[…] 
 
Bld E. Dreyfous. Esplanade  Miro + Tonti. 3 frame [2] story slate [roof] 

1 double 2 single tennant [sic]  $6500 
 

The “Bld” at the beginning of each permit denotes that the builder took out the permit, not the owner.  
It is unclear from surviving documentation why Dreyfous took out two permits for the work or why the 
listed price is different.  He filled out both applications the same day.   
 
Weis had purchased five lots of ground from Nicholas Marino Benachi, whose home still stands nearby.  
Weis held 2216 Esplanade until July 23, 1892.  During his ownership of the property, Weis leased the 
house to a number of people.  The earliest we know for certain, from City Directories, is Arthur J. 
Mitchell, who appears in the 1897 Directory listing his residence at 2216 Esplanade.  Unfortunately the 
1890 Federal Census no longer exists for Louisiana, so city directories are our most reliable source for 
that time period. 

The censuses for the 20th century survive intact, however.  The 1900 Census shows that the Baquie 
family, J.P., Adelone, and their five children, lived at 2218.  Joining the Baquie’s was their nurse, Maggie 
Riley.  J.P. Baquie supported his family by working as a cotton broker.  Myrtle Baquie, the eldest 
daughter at 25-years-old in 1900, lived at home but listed no profession.  Eldest son John, who later 
married neighbor Helen D’Aquin of 2212 Esplanade, worked as a railroad clerk.  The two younger 
daughters, Nemea and Mathilde were both in school, whereas Waller, the youngest son, aged 21, listed 
no occupation.   

Typical of the declining Creole aristocracy in the early 20th century, Miss Maud Poupart of 2218 
Esplanade took an active role in Carnival society balls.  The Picayune’s “Society” column identified her as 



“among the season’s debutantes” in its November 11, 1906 edition.  It also noted her moth, Mrs. S. 
Poupart, “has changed her residence, and is now living in her own home, 2218 Esplanade Avenue.”   

By the time of the 1910 Census, John and Blanche LaVillebeuvre called 2218 Esplanade home.  John was 
a bookkeeper at an iron works while Blanche worked as a teacher in a private school.  On January 30, 
1911, Blanche LaVillebeuvre was the unfortunate victim of a jewel thief.  Police reported that “some 
thief got into the home…at 2218 Esplanade Avenue…during the absence of the inmates and stole $5 and 
jewelry worth $122.”  No report surfaced of the crime ever being solved.   

A wealthy couple, Aline Marie Zatarain and Alfredo Blanco, purchased 2216 Esplanade on Novemeber 
19, 1919, paying $9000 for parts of four lots.  The Blanco’s liked to purchase expensive properties.  In 
the seven months they owned 2216 Esplanade, they also purchased at least three French Quarter 
properties.  Blanco left Zatarain a widow.  Unfortunately, a second husband, Albert Lawrence Loustalot,   
died, leaving Zatarain twice a widow.  Zatarain established a scholarship in the names of her late 
husbands, the Alfredo Blanco-Albert Lawrence Loustalot Scholarship, to which she left a substantial 
legacy upon her own death in 1964. 

Henry Romanski owned the property during the 1920s and 1930s, though the records suggest he only 
purchased it to put it up as collateral for other loans.  Between October 10, 1923 and September 5, 
1933, Romanski mortgaged the house four times, securing ever increasing sums.  He paid $7500 for 
2216 Esplanade alone, then pledged it and another property for a combined $17,000 in August 1926.  
Less than two years later, May 1928, Romanski put up those two plus a third property for $25,200.  
Apparently, whatever Romanski’s schemes were, they went south.  The bank, or in this case the Dixie 
Homestead Association, filed suit to seize the property.  The Dixie Homestead won a datien en paiement 
judgement for $22,127.91, suggesting that Romanski paid very little of his three mortgages down during 
the intervening years.   

Henry J. Romanski was a photographer.  He worked for the Daily States around the turn of the century 
but eventually opened the Romanski Photo Engraving Company.  He listed himself as president of said 
company in 1923, the same year he purchased 2216 Esplanade.  One of the triumphs of the Romanski 
Company came in 1910, when it won the contract to print the Tulane Jambalaya yearbook.  The 
Picayune reported, “The local firm of Romanski Photo Engraving Company successfully met all Northern 
competition, and had had complete charge of the 1910 Jambalaya.  By 1930, the Romanski firm had 
gained citywide notoriety as proponents of the “Romanski System” of half-tone engraving.  They 
pioneered a technique that created better engravings for newspaper printing and conserved materials 
at the same time.  Romanski trumpeted his system in the June 19, 1930 Times-Picayune, saying, “An 
unusually large number of publications in New Orleans place their engraving orders with us, and we 
have yet to find the pressman who could find fault with the depth and printing quality of our half-
tones.” 

Joseph Rosenberg purchased 2216-18 Esplanade Avenue on August 18, 1941 before Notary Public 
Robert R. Ramos for $5900.  The Dixie Homestead had not sold it after winning the suit against 
Romanski.  The Times-Picayune reported on the sale and included a photograph of the house. 



When the home was converted into a multi-unit apartment building, it ceased being a home to 
extended families and began to welcome individuals who found apartment life more suitable.  Elise A. 
Naquin was one of those apartment dwellers.  Naquin worked for many years at French Quarter 
nightclubs as a showgirl, dancer, and waitress.  We know this thanks to a series of vice raids conducted 
by the city during the 1950s and 1960s.  On May 24, 1955, police arrested Naquin for the crime of “B-
drinking” while she worked at the Cabaret Club, 1428 Canal.  “B-drinking” is the practice of using 
attractive women to sell intoxicated men overpriced drinks with the promise of sexual favors in return.  
The scheme often ends up with an even more intoxicated man wondering where his money went.  Five 
years later, October 13, 1960, Naquin went to jail for the same charge.  She still worked at 1428 Canal 
Street but the name of the establishment had changed to the French Casino.   

 


