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The fine old mansion at 1351 Magazine Street stands in homage to the rich historical epoch from 
which it originates.  Its pristine restoration in 2015 ensures that the home, constructed ca. 1837-
1843, will remain an asset to the neighborhood and city for years to come.  While historians date 
home construction by assembling multiple records in New Orleans archives, the absence of any 
one piece of the record prevents establishing a date of construction with total accuracy.  In the 
case of 1351 Magazine Street, once part of the Second Municipality of the City of New Orleans, 
the tax assessment records are missing.  The remaining, intact records, however, suggest a few 
possibilities.  
     One possibility is that the home was constructed by the trio of Simon Van Antwerp Sickles, 
James Harvey Fields, and William Henry Fields between March 26, 1836 and January 28, 1837.  
The Fields brothers and Simon Van Antwerp Sickles were business partners who made several 
investments together.  The trio purchased two lots of ground measuring together 60’ French Mea-
sure front on Magazine Street by 120’ French Measure depth between parallel lines and fronting 
on Edward (now Melpomene) Street, as seen on the survey by Norbert Rillieux (right), for $4000.  
(Since 1 French foot equals 1.066 English feet, the measure in English measure of the lots pur-
chased by Sickles and the Fields brothers equals 63.96’ by 127.92’.)  The Fields brothers sold their 
combined 2/3 share of the lots to Sickles on January 28, 1837, leaving Sickles the sole owner.  
     John Gregory Gaines purchased the land from Sickles on February 27, 1837.  Sickles was able 
to take great advantage of the worsening economic situation to make an extraordinary profit on 
his purchase in the space of one month.  The price of commercial paper had been discounted so 
heavily that one wonders why Gaines bothered to make the purchase at all, or why Sickles de-
cided to sell a strong investment in real estate when the financial situation seemed so dire.  Gaines 
would become a wealthy and respected banker in New Orleans in his middle age while Sickles 
was a successful New Orleans pharmacist.  Did Sickles, perhaps wiser in business matters than 
the young Gaines, take advantage of the newcomer to the city?  Or did Gaines, who came to New 
Orleans around 1833, just after his twenty-first birthday, think he knew something that Sickles 
did not?  One thing we know for certain is that Sickles profited nearly $15,000 on his investment 
in the property.  The other definite is that Gaines sold the lot in 1843 for a mere $4000.
     On May 4, 1843, William Henderson purchased lots “one” and “two”, as drawn on the plan by 
J.B. Marks, notary, paying $4000.  Henderson may well have constructed 1351 Magazine himself 
shortly after this purchase.  Construction often took place only after a survey fixed the precise 
limits of the lot in question and, indeed, notary J.B. Marks included a sketch of the property in his 
act of sale.  Marks paraphed the survey “ne varieteur” to attest to its similarity to an original, now 
lost, survey.
     The Henderson family owned the residence until 1891.  After the Civil War, the decline of New 
Orleans was apparent in many ways.  One significant way is that many of the well-to-do business-
men of the city were forced to sell property and live in rented homes.  During the Henderson’s 
tenure as owners of 1351 Magazine, they put the house under the management of broker who 
rented it to other New Orleans families.   Real estate agent N.E. Baumgarden managed the renting 
of 1351 Magazine and several other “large and elegant homes” in the 1880s. An auction advertise-
ment of March 10, 1883 reveals that both 1347 and 1351 (then old 391 and old 395, respectively) 
were rented to tenants instead of owner-occupied.  The ad reads, “That choice two and a half story 
brick dwelling, No. 391 Magazine Street…is well adapted for a large family, the neighborhood 
is quiet and respectable, convenient to two lines of [street] cars [and] is rented until 1st October 
1883, at $40 per month.” 
     The Henderson’s finally sold the property just after the turn of the 20th century.  An April 15, 
1901 ad touted the “excellent opportunity to secure a home at a reasonable figure.”  The home in 
question was the “two story and attic dwelling, No. 1351 Magazine Street…containing large hall, 
double parlors, dining room, kitchen, pantry, and about five large sleeping rooms, [and] bath.”  
The ad also trumpeted a paved yard and banquette, a shed, a water cistern, a common alley, as 
well as proximity to Jackson School and Coliseum Park.  A similar ad from March 23, 1902, de-
scribed 1351 as “nicely located, rented to good tenants, attractive in every sense, and [of] interest 
to investors of moderate means.”
     The pages New Orleans newspapers often told of the happenings at 1351 Magazine and illumi-
nate the lives of the individuals and families who once made it their home.  
  A “suspicious fire” broke out at 1353 Magazine in February 1915 that “slightly damaged” 1351 
Magazine.  The damage was quickly repaired.
     Resident W.L. Clark, a ship’s watchman, narrowly escaped serious injury when an insane man 
went on a stabbing rampage aboard ship.
     In 1920, a youthful occupant of 1351 Magazine won a cake in a newspaper competition.
     In 1928, police held Rosario J. Palmisano, of 1351 Magazine, “for investigation” when police 
found him and his cousin, Rosario F. Palmisano, in possession of a revolver.
     Also in 1928, Elsie Williamson, of 1351 Magazine, competed in a dance marathon competition 
that gained headlines when the promotor absconded with the prize money.
     A veterinary practice occupied part of the first floor commercial space at 1351 Magazine dur-
ing the 1930s.
     The Great Depression brought hard times to New Orleans during the 1930s.  A classified from 
the Times-Picayune of November 8, 1936 advertised the “17-room house at 1351 Magazine” for 
$6500.  The owners kept trying, attempting to convert the home into a rooming house.  A March 
21, 1937 ad read, “1351 Magazine Street: brick constructed, two story semi-commercial building, 
Newly Painted and in first-class condition – Excellent Location for Rooming House.”  Luckless, 
the owners, Dr. Alfred Johnson and his wife, Florence Simon, mortgaged their home to Jackson 
Homestead for a mere $3200.  The Johnson’s finally sold to Malcolm Coco and Paul Wogan, who 
promptly sold to Milton Spurlock, late in 1941.     

TOP: Times-Picayune, March 21, 1937.
“17-ROOM HOUSE”: Times-Picayune, November 8, 1936
“CHRISTMAS GREETINGS”: Dr. Alfred Johnson, a graduate 
of the Chicago Veterinary School, located his practice at 
1351 Magazine for several years. Times-Picayune, Decem-
ber 25, 1930.
“SUSPICIOUS FIRE”: The work of an incendiarist appeared 
to be the cause of a fire at 1353 Magazine Street, accord-
ing to the February 26, 1915 edition of the Picayune.  The 
flames from the fire reached the rooms of 1351 Magazine, 
then rented by policeman William Rogers.  

THREE VIEWS OF 1351 MAGAZINE STREET
TOP:  The home after a complete restoration, in 2015.  
“OLD FASHIONED HOME ENHANCED BY CONVERSION”: Milton Spurlock con-
verted 1351 Magazine from a single-family residence into five apartment units at 
the beginning of 1942.  A feature in the Times-Picayune documented the conver-
sion.  The paper raved that converting single-family homes into multiple units “re-
sulted in enhancement of the property with increased revenue for its owner.”  The 
work undertaken by Spurlock encompassed and entire refinishing and repainting 
of the interior, new gutters and downspouts, new weatherboarding, and a new 
paint job.”  On the left, the home before conversion; on the right, after conversion. 
Times-Picayune, March 15, 1942.

TOP:  Norbert Rillieux made the survey at the request of Hilary Breton Cenas, Notary Public, as part of the sale of 
property from Simon Van Antwerp Sickles to John G. Gaines.  The original lots of Faubourg Lacourse, as surveyed at 
its 1807 subdivision, were much larger than the lots in demand by the 1830s.  The larger lots were divided into several 
smaller lots over the years, resulting in the compact cityscape we know today.
ABOVE:  The tenants of 1351 Magazine Street during the 1920s included John W. Head and his wife, Virginia Helen 
Trosclair.  Head and Trosclair married in August, 1922.  The story of their love plays like a classic fairy tale.  Both 
worked at the Louisiana School for the Blind, on Government Street in Baton Rouge, Head as a salesman and Trosclair 
in the industrial department.  A number of friends of the newlyweds threw them a reception at 1351 Magazine to 
celebrate their vows.  On October 27, only two months after the wedding, the happy couple were struck by an automo-
bile while attempting to cross St. Charles Avenue in the downtown business district.  Luckily, neither were seriously 
injured.  Head and Trosclair happily welcomed a healthy baby girl into the world on July 31, 1923.  [Photo, Times-
Picayune, August 13, 1922]
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