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INTRODUCTION

To begin, a hint of the charm of the ancient house at 525 
St. Louis Street. he passage comes from the letters of 
Leona Queyrouze, who was born in the house on Febru-
ary 23, 1861.  In the letter, Leona describes her regular 
meetings with the famed journalist and author Lafcadio 
Hearn in the late 1880s. 
 

he massive porte cochère or courtyard gate opened 
and as it closed slowly he walked through the spa-
cious and shady, arched corridor or hall-way lead-
ing to the immense court-yard all looded with sun, 
and in which grew a luxuriant and partially tropi-
cal garden between the great walls covered with 
creepers and vines of all kinds. here he paused be-
neath the loty arch to take a long look and then 
was shown up the high stairs by Marie, our old 
Creole family servant who announced in low, sot 
tones: Massie Lacadie, but stopped short, unable to 
pronounce the rest of the name. English and Marie 
had never grown familiar. As we met in the parlor, 
more properly speaking, the library, he said: your 
strong old Spanish home and the sudden vision of 
the unsuspected garden, in fact sometimes in the at-
mosphere makes me think vaguely of the Alhambra. 
[Queyrouze Papers, UU-70 6:46, Louisiana and 
Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, Hill Me-
morial Library, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge.]

he air of poetry with which Queyrouze imbued her 
memory of the scene pervaded Hearn’s perception, too.  
While the home certainly possesses a great many traits 
of Spanish colonial architecture, it was built shortly ater 
1807, at least four years ater the oicial commencement 
of the “American period” of Louisiana history.  

525 St. Louis, June 9, 1964.   he building then housed the 
Gulf Food Products Co., owned by Quong Sun.  Photo His-
toric New Orleans Collection.



A painting crew adds a new coat of paint to 525 St. Louis Street, 
circa 1950s.  Photo Southeastern Architectural Archive, Tulane 
University.



DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

he date of construction of 525 St. Louis lies between 1807 and 
1823. hose years mark the beginning and end of the period Eti-
enne Debon owned the property. A plaque on the building next 
door, placed by the Orleans Parish Landmarks Commission credits 
Debon with hiring Claude Gurlie and Joseph Guillot (the enor-
mously successful team known as “Gurlie and Guillot”) as the 
builders, though the plaque’s author (most likely Samuel Wilson, 
Jr., noted New Orleans architectural historian) declined to give a 
precise date.  Typically, a precise date of construction is possible 
to establish by examining the tax assessment records in the City 

ABOVE: Orleans Parish Landmarks Commission marker 
on 521 St. Louis Street.  Photo Our House Stories.

LEFT: Detail of 1722 Map of New Orleans, Vieux Carre 
Survey, Historic New Orleans Collection.



ABOVE: 1728 Map of New Orleans, Vieux Carre Survey, Historic New Orleans Collection.



Archives.  However, the assessment records for the early 
19th century are no longer extant.  

A map in the Historic New Orleans Collection, dated 
1722, shows a building on the lot, a modest cottage situ-
ated in the extreme uptown-lakeside corner of the lot.  
Curiously, the ownership of the lot is listed as “unas-
signed” in the Vieux Carre Survey.  he man who owned 
the lot in 1728, called “de Penigaut”, may have made his 
home in the house, then only steps away from the Levee.  
A map dated 1728 shows further development on the 
lot, most likey relecting construction by de Penigaut.  
Another building, likely a residence, stood in the middle 
of lot while a small service building appeared behind the 
house.  In the extreme rear of the lot, elaborate gardens 
adorned the property.   On the 1731 Gonichon Map, the 
same buildings appear, but the gardens appear to be part 
of a diferent lot.  Perhaps the several residents of the 
square used the gardens as a “commons” on which each 
could grow his own crops.  By 1731, one Sieur Deleri 
owned the lot.

Etienne Bore acquired the lot around 1777.  he 1807 
Act of Sale from Bore to Debon says only that Bore 
acquired the lot “about thirty years ago.”  Jean Etienne 
Bore was a well-known sugar planter with a plantation 
just below present-day Audubon Park, where he and 
his slaves were the irst to successfully granulate sugar. 
he consequences of Bore’s successful experiment with 
sugar granulation cannot be understated. Bore was also 
the irst Mayor of New Orleans, a position created by 
the territories new American owners. He served from 
November 30, 1803 until May 26, 1804.  he Act of Sale 
from Debon to Raimond Deveze describes the buildings 
which stood on the lot in 1823 and conirms that they 
were the same buildings now standing.  he sale de-
scribes “la maison en briques et a etages sur la facade de

ca meme terrain...et tous autres Batiments [the house of bricks hav-
ing one story [situated] at the front of the same lot...and all of the 
other buildings].

ABOVE: Detail of 1731 Gonichon Map of New Orleans.  Vieux Carre 
Survey, Historic New Orleans Collection.  



HOUSE NUMBER

h e building at 525 St. Louis, as with many urban 
houses in 19th century New Orleans, contained a 
business on the ground l oor and residential quar-
ters on the upper l oors. One of the challenges we 
face in discovering the past uses and occupants of 
a building in old New Orleans is the opacity of the 
street numbering system in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies. h e present street-numbering system took 
ef ect in 1894, replacing an older system that had 
been devised in 1805. Even at er the adoption of an 
oi  cial system in 1805, not all citizens did their part 
in ensuring its success.  Making matters more com-
plicated, at various times during the city’s history, 
other numbering systems were employed.  h anks 
to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and the Robinson 
Atlas, we know that the house number from 1852 to 
1894 was 17 St. Louis.  

What was the house number before 1852?  h e 1805 
New Orleans City Directory lists “Nicholas Giro-
daux” at No. 11 St. Louis Street.  Nicholas Girod, 
one-time Mayor of New Orleans, built his home 
at the corner of St. Louis and Chartres streets in 
1797.  We can surmise, therefore that the house 
number for the structure standing where 525 St. 
Louis stands today was between 1 and 11.  Since the 
structure was in the middle of the block, we know it 
probably wasn’t 1 or 3.  We know it could not be 11
because Girod lived in No. 11.  

h e 1805 city directory listing for the i rst block of St. Louis, at a time we know the building had not been constructed, reads as 
follows:

3 St. Louis; RION, J.P; negt., merchant
7 St. Louis; MAYHEW, THADDEUS; megociant, merchant

ABOVE: Detail 1876 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.



7 St. Louis; WATKINS, JOHN; medecin, physician
9 St. Louis; WELMAN, R.N; negociant, merchant
11 St. Louis; GIRODAUX, NICHOLAS; negociant, merchant

Since the numbers shit ed to accomodate new structures, the house 
number prior to 1852 was most likely still No. 17.  

ABOVE: Plate 6 of Elisha Robinson’s Atlas of New Orleans, 1883.  Detail inset.  New Orleans Notarial Archives [NONA].



PROPERTY OWNERS

April 25, 1807 to December 2, 1823 - Etienne 

Bore

Debon purchased the lot of ground from Jean Etienne 
Bore on April 25, 1807, before Notary Public Narcisse 
Broutin.  Debon paid $10,756 for the lot and the buildings 
thereupon.  he years Etienne Debon lived in New Orleans 
coincided with the early rise of the city as a major com-
mercial port in the early years of American domination. 
Debon made his living as a merchant and a ship’s cap-
tain. When not at sea, he resided at 15 South Levee (now 
Decatur) street, according to the early censuses and direc-
tories of New Orleans.  Since he was a businessman who 
witnessed the founding of New Orleans’ early institutions, the historian can 
discover some of Debon’s life using the records of those institutions. 

Indeed, the earliest records of the First Judicial District Court reveal not 
only a slice of Debon’s business interests but also give us a glimpse into the 
perils faced by that generation of New Orleanians. In only the 30th case to 
come before the First Judicial District Court, Pierre Seguin, a shipwright, 
brought a suit against Debon to recover a debt of $650.  he records of the 
case show that Debon hired Seguin to make “all necessary repairs to the 
schooner Buck-skin,” which crat belonged to Debon, in exchange for the 
sum of $1300. According to his petition to the court for payment of the 
debt, Seguin claimed that he set about furnishing the materials and repair-
ing the boat when, on the night of August 19, 1812, “the said schooner was 
entirely destroyed or rendered unit for any use whatsoever in consequence 
of the Hurricane that took place that night.” Seguin wanted the court to 
award him $650, or half the total amount of the work, for the work he had 
completed before the storm. Debon argued that Seguin had failed to prop-
erly secure the works thereby rendering Seguin responsible for the ship’s de-
struction. he court agreed, in part, with Debon, freeing him from payment 
of the debt but also denying him the right to recover damages from Sequin 
for the lost vessel as its destruction was caused by “an Act of God.”

ABOVE: Narcisse Broutin, Notary Public, Act of 
Sale, Etienne Bore to Etienne Debon, April 25 1807.   
NONA.



Debon appeared before the First Judicial District Court many times over the next several years. 
he new governor of the Louisiana Territory, William Charles Cole Claiborne, brought one of 
the suits when Armand Morin, the oicial auctioneer of the territory, failed to meet his obliga-
tions.  Debon and P.F. DuBourg had signed on as Morin’s security for the post in the sum of $7500 
each. When Morin failed to fulill the terms of his appointment, Claiborne sued. Debon, for his 
part, hoped that the slow wheels of justice would spare him. Debon’s initial reply to the summons 
argued “that he is advised and verily believes the merits of this suit cannot be tried without the 
examination and investigation of long and intricate accounts.”  he gambit may have worked, for 
inal disposition of the case was never recorded.  

Sometimes Debon’s involvement with the court stemmed from his own business matters, though 
he also acted as the testamentary executor for other New Orleanians. One of Debon’s stints deal-
ing with the estate of a deceased friend and/or business partner saw him tangle with Dr. Raimond 
Deveze, who would purchase the St. Louis street house from Debon on December 2, 1823.  De-
veze claimed $150 from the estate of Etienne Grein for medical services rendered during Gref-
in’s inal illness. Debon refused to recognize the debt as legitimate and refused to pay.  he surviv-
ing records of the case do not include the inal ruling of the court. 

he exact nature of the subsequent relationship between Deveze and Debon remains obscure due 
to the lack of surviving evidence. Available oicial records allow us, however, to reconstruct the 
fractious ties between the two men. Sometime before selling the house on St. Louis street, Debon 
moved to Paris, France. Debon’s wife, Catherine Feneto, remained in New Orleans and his trusted 
conidant, Charles Lesseps, retained power of attorney. While sorting out Debon’s afairs, accord-
ing to the records of the Parish Court, Lesseps “discovered that it was impossible to pay [Debon’s] 
heavy debts” without selling property.  Lesseps arranged for the necessary legal advertisements 
and, on November 17, 1823, proceeded to sell Debon’s substantial real estate holdings at auction. 

Debon’s trouble probably began long before Lesseps felt compelled to dispose of the real estate. 
Indeed, inancial troubles may have prompted Debon to leave New Orleans in the irst place. 
hough we cannot state with certainty when Debon let New Orleans, he signed the procuration 
giving Charles Lesseps power of attorney on April 6, 1823. One probable scenario is that Debon, 
aging and racked with debt, found himself unable to handle his afairs alone, so he led New Or-
leans and let Lesseps to sort through it all. 

Two cases in particular illustrate Debon’s fall from prosperity. he irst involved a desperate claim 
to land Debon had sold to Vincent Rillieux, one of the New Orleans ancestors of the French Im-

TOP: Advertisement for Pas-
sage to Boston, February 5, 
1807, Courier de Louisiane.
BOTTOM: Publication of a 
judicial order in the probate 
of Etienne Grein. March 18, 
1823, Courier de Louisiane.



pressionist painter Edgar Degas.  Debon sold two lots of ground to Rillieux at the corner of Tchouptioulas and Poydras streets, at 
a time when the river ran directly in front of Tchoupitoulas street. Many years later, ater the growth of the batture in that area, 
Debon returned to claim the new land as rightfully his since he had sold property fronting on Tchoupitoulas street. he court 
dismissed the claim as frivolous. 

he second case indicative of Debon’s loss of stature involved the contractors Gurlie and Guillot, the likely builders of Debon’s 
house that now bears municipal number 525 St. Louis. Debon owed Gurlie and Guillot somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$27,700, payable in cash and slaves. he builders sued Debon to recover the debt in the First Judicial District Court, resulting in 
a mountain of paperwork that survives today in the City Archives.  he bulk of the documents are in the form of the Protest, a 
legal formality whereby the holder of a debt engaged a notary to knock on the debtor’s door with a request for payment. When 
the debtor declined to pay, the notary served him with an instrument of Protest. Gurlie and Guillot engaged no fewer than four 
notaries to serve Debon. Only one of Debon’s replies, given by Charles Lesseps, survives. Lesseps stated that he had no objection 
to the validity of the debt but that some of the slaves ofered as collateral had died.

Dr. Raimond Deveze, whose petition for relief Debon had spurned while 
acting as Etienne Grein’s executor, walked away the highest bidder for “one 
house and the lot on which it is built, situated on St. Louis street.”  Lesseps 
petition to the Parish Court asserts that “the above named persons, ater 
having purchased the several houses and lots…have refused and still do 
refuse to comply with the conditions of said sales under pretence that…
Catherine Feneto may have certain liens or privileges, rights, or tacit mort-
gages upon the aforesaid property, to which she must renounce fully and 
completely in the deeds of sale.” Feneto argued that since her husband could 
not appear to give her the authority to renounce her rights to the property, 
Lesseps must be given the authority. Although the ruling of the court does 
not survive in the records, we must presume that, ultimately, the court gave 
Lesseps such power, as the Act of Sale to Deveze passed the next day before 
Notary Public Marc Laitte.

William Charles Cole Claiborne, First Governor 
of Louisiana and party to a suit against Etienne 
Debon.  State of Louisiana.



December 2, 1823 to September 16, 1826 – Doctor Raimond Deveze

While little is known of the St. Louis street house during Deveze’s ownership of the property, we 
know from a clue in his probate records that he rented the property to the auctioneer Joseph Du-
cayet, for $100/month.

he death of Deveze prompted a search for his heirs.  One of them, Deveze’s godson, Hypolite 
Mayer, had been absent from New Orleans for some time.  An ad, subscribed by Mr. Moreau Lis-
let, the attorney on the matter, stated, “It is not known whether Mr. Hypolite Mayer, godson of Mr. 
Raymond Deveze, dec[edent], exists in this state or elsewhere, or is dead.”   he scouring of the 
country for heirs does not seem to have been a rare act.  On the same page as the listing for Hypolite 
Mayer, a New York City paper searched for “Mary Dixon or Mary Ann Dixon,” who, it was alleged, 
was “a native of Ireland, probably between 30 and 35 years of age, had lived in New York previously 
to 1812, about which time she removed to New Orleans, but has not been heard of for several years 
past.”  As an inducement to Mary Dixon, the ad promised that “she will hear of something to her 
advantage” if she answered the ad.

he next edition of the Gazette trumpeted the sale of Deveze’s estate.  he Register of Wills, Martin 
Blache, put up for sale three of Deveze’s slaves.  he ad read 

On Tuesday, 15th August next, I shall expose for sale at the New Exchange Cofee House, 
at 12 o’clock, for the account of the estate of the late Raymond Deveze, the following slaves, 
to wit:
 Victoire, negress, aged about 45 years, house servant.
 Marcelite, negro girl of about 18 years old, daughter of Victoire, 
 house servant.
 Rosa, negro girl, daughter of Victoire, aged about 13 years, 
 house servant. 

he three aforementioned women were not the only slaves sold as part of Deveze’s estate.  One 
wonders if they were advertised together to allow a chance that they may be purchased together and 
so stay together as a family.  While no evidence supports such a contention, the mere fact of the sale 
illustrates the cruel, living reality for slaves, vulnerable at all times to the whims of their masters.  
On August 29, 1826, Blache advertised “a mulatto slave named Nicolas, at present out of the state, 
not guaranteed against the vices and diseases prescribed by law.”   Even if Nicolas had found some 
measure of comfort in his forced service to Dr. Deveze, he would have been stunned to discover 
upon his return to Louisiana of his master’s death and his own sale at auction to complete strangers.

TOP: Louisiana State Ga-
zette, July 17, 1826.
MIDDLE: Louisiana State 
Gazette, July 18, 1826.
BOTTOM: Louisiana State 
Gazette, August 29, 1826.



ABOVE: Dr. Raimond Deveze, Probate, May 23, 1826.  pp. 14-15.  City Archives, Louisiana Division, New Orleans Public 
Library.



September 16, 1826 to December 30, 1871 – 

Guillaume Marmiche and heirs

We turn our attention now to the life and times of Guillaume 
Marmiche, who purchased the house on St. Louis Street from 
Dr. Raimond Deveze on September 16, 1826.  Marmiche or 
his heirs would own the property for 45 years, through the 
sustained prosperity of the second quarter of the 19th century 
and through the devastation wrought upon the city and its 
inhabitants by the American Civil War.  h e documentary 
evidence Marmiche let  behind consists of his business af airs 
witnessed by notaries, the various mentions of him in local 
newspapers, the civil court cases in which he had a part, his 
last will and testament, and the inventory of his estate. 

Marmiche was a merchant.  He ordered cargoes from Euro-
pean ports for wholesale in New Orleans and ports beyond.  
While records do not survive that would allow a full descrip-
tion of his commercial activities, newspapers have let  few 
enough clues to reconstruct a general shape of his mercan-
tile connections.  L’Abeille of July 29, 1830 tells that the Ship 
Bingham sailed from Bordeaux with cargo for Marmiche and 
several other businessmen.   As was typical of businessmen in 
those days, Marmiche also held a number of debts of others.  
Both his estate inventory and newspapers attest to this fact.  
h e New Orleans Argus, dated July 18, 1829, tells of a suit in 
Parish Court which Marmiche brought against Joseph Peril-
liat.  When Perilliat could not satisfy the debt, the court or-
dered certain of his property sold.   Marmiche sent ships back 
to the old country, as well.  We i nd his name subscribed to an 
ad in the April 18, 1831 Daily Picayune calling for passengers 
who wish to sail with “the brig Venus’ for Marseilles.   

At the time of Marmiche’s death in 1841, he possessed a con-
siderable amount of movable and immovable property in New 
Orleans and it surrounding suburbs.  h e inventory of his 
estate, taken by Judge Francois Joseph Enoul Dugue de Livau-

TOP: New Orleans Argus, April 
23, 1828.
MIDDLE: New Orleans Argus, 
July 18, 1829.
ABOVE: New Orleans Argus, 
April 18, 1831.
RIGHT: L’Abeille de Nouvelle Or-
leans, July 29, 1830.



dais, shows a number of properties owned by Marmiche.  
Marmiche owned a brick building at the corner of Victory 
[now Decatur] and Marigny Streets;  a lot at the corner of 
Frenchmen and St. Avide [Claiborne] Streets; a building 
on Old Levee [Decatur] near Hospital [Governor Nich-
olls]; a brick building on St. Peter between Burgundy and 
Rampart; and a lot on Rampart between Toulouse and 
St. Peter and backed by the Old Basin.  he last property 
included in the inventory of Marmiche’s estate was “a lot 
of ground situated on St. Louis street, between Chartres 
street and the Levee,…together with the one-story house 
made of bricks constructed thereupon, with the depen-
dencies and appurtenances.”  Unfortunately, Marmiche’s 
inventory, unlike the inventory of Deveze’s estate, does not 
mention who rented the building, if Marmiche himself 
lived there, or what sort of business occupied it.  

Emile G. Marmiche, son of Guillaume, inherited the 
house when his father died.  Emile held the title jointly 
with his wife, Ursule Adelaide Perilliat ater 1850.  On 
November 26, 1850, Marmiche married Ursule, agreeing 
with her father, Victor Ferdinand Perilliat, to a division 
of property based on land she brought into the marriage.  
he lot on St. Louis street would enter the community 
property which existed according to the terms of the 
arrangement.   hough the Marmiche’s resided in Paris, 
France, their property in New Orleans remained a source 
of income.  he Marmiche’s allowed their debts to surpass 
the income from the property, however, and were forced 
to surrender the property to the sherif to account for 
several unpaid debts.   

With the Marmiche family in Paris, who rented the St. 
Louis street property?  A December 17, 1841 advertise-
ment in the Daily Picayune introduces the Kolligs Broth-
ers into 17 St. Louis.  he advertisement for “2000 Cases 
of Choice Wines” identiies the location of “the stores of 

TOP TWO: Daily Picayune, Janu-
ary 25, 1853 and July 11, 1858.
BOTTOM TWO: Daily Picayune, 
November 27, 1859 and Septem-
ber 27, 1861.

TOP TWO: L’Abeille, December 1, 
1830 and Daily Picayune, Decem-
ber 17, 1841.
BOTTOM TWO: Daily Picayune, 
December 20, 1843 and July 21, 
1844.



Messrs. Kolligs Brothers, [at] No. 17 St. Louis street, between 
Chartres and Levee streets.”   he Kolligs Brothers remained 
at 17 St. Louis for at least three years following the advertise-
ment.  hey did, however, endure inancial diiculties.  An ad 
in the July 21, 1844 Daily Picayune asked “all persons having 
claims against the Commercial irm of Kolligs Brothers or 
Mr. R. Kolligs, individually…to present them for settlement 
at their counting-room.”   Another ad in the same paper de-
scribed “one iron chest, and other counting-house furniture” 
which the irm sought to sell “cheap.”  he Kolligs Brothers 
bankruptcy ended their tenancy on St. Louis street.

hough the Kolligs brothers may have moved out of the 
property, the building continued to be used as a wine and 
liquor depot.  Adrian and Eugene Rochereau began a long as-
sociation with the property in that capacity during the 1850s.  
he January 25, 1853 Daily Picayune read, “he attention 
of the trade is respectfully requested to the extensive sale at 
auction of French brandies that takes place this day by R.B. 
Sykes, auctioneer, at the stores of the improters, Messrs. Eu-
gene Rochereau & Co., Nos. 17 and 19 St. Louis Street.”  Vic-
tor and Edward Maignan maintained a stock of brandies and 
cognacs in the building, as well, as evidenced from an adver-
tisement dated November 27, 1859.  Indeed, Victor Maignan 
contracted with Guillaume Marmiche to act as the renting 
agent for several New Orleans properties.  he September 27, 
1861 Daily Picayune lists the several properties Maignan had 
under his management at the time.  

Another long time tenant of 17 St. Louis was a man named 
Oscar Bercier.  Bercier, too, engaged in the wine and liquor 
trade, placing numerous ads for white wines, clarets, and 
brandies.  Certainly the circumstances brought about by the 
Civil War caused Bercier to trade in whatever goods allowed 
him to turn a proit.  Newspaper advertisements show that he 
sold sardines, fruits, cherries, and olive oils.

TOP THREE: Daily Picayune, June 
11, 1863; July 19, 1863; and August 
12, 1863.
BOTTOM THREE: Daily Pica-
yune, October 9, 1863; December 
12, 1863; and August 23, 1864.

TOP: Daily Picayune, January 
22, 1865.
BOTTOM: Daily Picayune, 
April 6, 1865.



h e conclusion of the Civil War caused severe economic 
disruptions throughout the South, not only as planters 
found themselves suddenly unable to rely on slave labor 
but as city merchants dealt with the collapse of the i -
nancial markets.  h e Maignan’s and Bercier’s departed 
their St. Louis street stores.  h e Rochereau brothers were 
joined by the i rm of William F. Vredenburgh and Son.  
h e Vredenburgh’s continued the trade in liquors, specii -
cally Castillon brandy, champagne, and Holland gin.  h ey 
advertised linseed oil, both boiled and raw, and nutmegs, 
as well.  h e elder Mr. Vredenburgh died in 1867, at which 
time his son brought a nephew into the family business.  A 
May 5, 1867 announcement informed the public that the 
new Vredenburgh co-partnership would keep its “oi  ce 
temporarily at 17  St. Louis street.”   

ABOVE: Daily Picayune, January 
24, 1871.

TOP (let ): New Orleans Times, 
December 22, 1866 and February 
21, 1867.

LEFT: Daily Picayune, May 5, 
1867 and April 14, 1870.



December 30, 1871to August 9, 1879 – Eugene Duchamps

Eugene Duchamps possessed the property for the greater portion of the 1870s.  
During the transformative years when Reconstruction politics dominated public 
political discourse, Duchamps continued to cater to one of the staples of daily 
life – alcohol.  In the line of liquor wholesalers who occupied 525 St. Louis 
during the 19th century, Duchamps perhaps faced the most dii  cult prospects.  
Nearly every sector of the local economy declined precipitously at er the Civil 
War.  h e federal government, furthermore, chose to pay down the national 
debt resulting from the war primarily with excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco.  
Nonetheless, Duchamps’ business thrived amid the overwhelming poverty of 
the city.   Indeed, the stability of alcohol sales in the United States helped pay 
down the national debt.  Duchamps, in fact, must have had his eye on the build-
ing for years.  As early as 1861, he ran his wine concern across the street, from 
20 St. Louis Street.  His purchase of 525 St. Louis in 1871 for the sum of $7700, 
represented what Duchamps could have assumed was a strong investment.  Du-
champs purchased the building at a tax sale.  Unfortunately for Duchamps, he 
faced the same fate in 1879, when a suit brought by Albert Rochereau to recover 
$3500 owed him by Duchamps. 

Daily Picayune, January 24, 1872.

Daily Picayune, August 10, 1878.

RIGHT: New Orleans Times, August 11, 1878.



c. 1866 to 1902 – Queyrouze Family

During the 19th century, many individuals owned the building, operated businesses from the ground loor and, most likely, used 
the warehouse which once stood in the courtyard.  Since the 1840s, however, the Queyrouze family made their home on the up-
per loor.  As early as 1842, Leon Queyrouze, the family patriarch, listed his address at 15 St. Louis.   A notice in the Picayune of 
December 28, 1865 reads, “Mr. Queyrouze, 17 St. Louis street, agent for the celebrated Jacqueson champagne, has sent us a sample 
of that delicious beverage, and we pronounce it to be as ine wine as any other brand to be found in this market.”   Only a year 
later, we ind an advertisement for Vredenburgh and Son Linseed Oil at 17 St. Louis.  

he Picayune obituary of Leon Queyrouze, headlined, “he Death of a Gentleman Prominent in Louisiana History,” gives the best 
available account of his colorful life.

Leon Queyrouze, the well-known merchant, veteran and citizen, passed away a few minu9tes before midnight 
last night, at the old family mansion, on St. Louis street, which is directly opposite the place where he irst started 
in business.  He had been in roust health up to within a week, when he was attacked, by a cold, which combined 
with a constitutional tendency to bronchitis, developed into pneumonia, and his death followed fast.

Colonel Queyrouze was ine type of the French gentleman who cast their fortunes with Louisiana and aided in 
giving her a characteristic civilization, which made her foremost for her taste, gallantry and reinement.  He was 
the son of an oicer of the irst empire, and was born in France on Feb. 3, 1818.  When he was only twelve years 
old, already full of the spirit of adventure and an ambition to win name and fame for himself, he let his native 
land and came to New Orleans, as promising the most congenial ield for his enterprise.  He landed with little 
means but soon made friends and fought his way forward to success.  From here he went to Lexington, Ky., and 
studied English at an academy there, returning to this city in 1833, only to start for Cuba to gain more knowledge 
of the world and to acquire proiciency in the Spanish language.

In 1835, he once more took up his residence in New Orleans, a youth of attainments beyond his years and with 
intelligence and character developed to it him for prominent position in his adopted city.  He at once became a 
clerk with Carriere, Daran & Co.  His rise was rapid and ive years later he was made a junior partner of the irm.  
Advancing in commercial success he established the house of Queyrouze & Langsdorf, which aterwards became 
Queyrouze Brothers, and continued a leading irm up to the time of the civil war.

When General Beauregard issued his irst call for state toroops, Mr. Queyrouze was prompt to respond and in 
March, 1862, joined the confederate army, being the commander of the Orleans Guards, holding the rank of 
major.  Major Queyrouze distinguished in various important actions, at the battle of Shiloh the Orleans Guards, 
ater repeated upon the federal front, were about to retire discomited.  Major Queyrouze placed himself in 
front of them and rallied the shattered column with the cry, “En avant, enfants de Orleans!”  Just as the soldiers, 



responding, swept again to the assault, the gallant 
major fell, shot in the knee.  From the efects of this 
wound his indisposition became so serious that he 
was ssent home on a furlough, being conined to 
his bed for ninety days.  His health becoming very 
much impaired he followed the advice of his physi-
cians and went to some springs near Opelousas, the 
federal authorities here granting him a pass.

At that time, Mr. Queyrouze was registered as an 
enemy, and when he returned he was arrested by 
order of General Butler, although he presented his 
pass, and was imprisoned for nearly two months.  
Upon being released he refused to take the oath of 
allegiance to the United States, and was given his 
choice between leaving the country and further im-
prisonment.  He decided in favor of exile, and re-
turned to Havana, engaging in a brokerage business 
and remaining until the spring.

From Cuba, Mr. Queyrouze went to Matamoras, 
and for some time was associated in the revolu-
tionary disturbances which agitated Mexico at this 
epoch.  here he formed a close intimacy with that 
knightly soldier, General Mejia, aterwards famous 
in the reign of the Emperor Maximilian.  Mejia was 
shot with the emperor at Queretaro and his body 
was buried with his, in the vaults under the altar of 
the cathedral in the City of Mexico.

Mr. Queyrouze terminated his sojourn in Mexico 
so soon as the close of the civil war permitted him 
to return in safety to this country.  He never took 
the oath of allegiance to the union and remained 
“unreconstructed” till his death.  On returning to 
New Orleans he embarked in the commission busi-
ness, the establishment which he founded in 1865 

John Genin, Portrait of Leona Queyrouze, 1880.  Louisi-
ana State Museum.



remaining prominent up to the present time.  he 
irm, which was originally known as Queyrouze & 
Bois, subsequently became Leon Queyrouze & Co., 
and was then altered into Leon Queyrouze Compa-
ny, Limited, under which appellation it continues to 
be known at the present time.  

In 1857, Mr. Queyrouze led to the altar Miss Clara 
Tertron, a Creole lady of St. Martinville, La., whose 
French ancestors ranked among the greatest heroes 
of the revolutionary war in Vendee.  Miss Tertron 
was descended from the eminent family of De St. 
James, originally of Picardy, the founder of which 
led to America in the times of Richelieu to escape 
the enforcement of the edict against dueling, which 
he had violated.  he family settled in the north un-
der the name of Beauvais, the natal city, but retained 
also the patronymic.  his marriage brought to Mr. 
Queyrouze two children only, one of whom, Miss 
Leona Queyrouze, is one of the brightest literary 
women of the south, writing under the pseudonym 
of “Beauvais.”

he son, Jacques Maxime Queyrouze, is an inluen-
tial, a graduate of the Tulane law department, and 
the winner at the age of 17 of the prize of the Athe-
nee Louisianais for the best philosophical essary.

Mr. Queyrouze took a prominent part in all the lit-
erary, social and political movements which time to 
time agitated the city.  In the period immediately af-
ter the war he was president of the Fith Ward Dem-
ocratic Club for a long while.  He was one of the 
projectors and the principal founder of the Athe-
nee Louisianais, of the Union Francaise, and of the 
Casadoras Association, all organizations number-

Leona Queyrouze at her desk in 525 St. Louis Street.  Hill 
Memorial Library, Lousiana State University, Baton Rouge.



ing their members among the most prominent French 
citizens of the city.

he funeral of the dead gentleman will take place at 
10 o’clock Sundary morning from his late residence, 
St. Louis street.  

Leon and Clara Queyrouze raised two children in the home 
on St. Louis street.  Despite the conservative social esteem 
given Leon for remaining “unreconstructed” and refusing to 
swear loyalty to the United States suggests, Leona, the irst-
born, received her father’s name despite her gender.  Within 
the social context of postbellum New Orleans, the move was 
revolutionary.  Indeed, earning her father’s conidence at 
birth seems to have given Leona a step up from her peers.  
She earned great fame in her own lifetime as a scholar, poet, 
and author.  Leona was also “the irst woman to give a speech 
in public” in New Orleans. 

In the present, Leona Queyrouze is the subject of academic 
papers and dissertations.  Donna Meletio has written a well-
researched and informative look of Leona and her cultural 
milieu.  Not only is Meletio’s work valuable for providing a 
wealth of biographical detail to Leona’s life, her thesis adds 
considerable contextual information to the dwindling Creole 
world of late-nineteenth century New Orleans.  Meletio ar-
gues that “the Creoles were [dependent] upon the cosmopoli-
tan nature of the city of New Orleans.”  he city’s cosmopoli-
tanism pervades the history of 525 St. Louis.  Not only the 
Queyrouze’s but the Marmiche’s, Deveze’s, and Perilliat’s who 
owned the property all had strong ties to the French home-
land.  hese families can be said to have lived the epitome of a 
Creole life in the Vieux Carré.  

As respected members of New Orleans Creole society, the Queyrouze’s hosted salons in keeping with the Enlightenment tradi-
tion of free discourse and debate.   Leona Queyrouze was, of course, in regular attendance at the informal gatherings.  At these 
Queyrouze family salons, Leona met some of the biggest names in the world of New Orleans letters of the late 19th century while 

Times-Picayune, August 18, 1933.



still a young girl.  Leona interacted 
as an equal with not only her father 
but also the author Lafcadio Hearn, 
chess champion Paul Morphy, General 
Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard, 
French author and politician, Paul 
Deschanel, local journalist, art critic, 
and director of the French Opera 
House Placide Canonge, the surgeon 
Armand Mercier and his historian 
brother, Alfred Mercier.  
As a historical side note, J. Maxime 
Queyrouze acted as notary for the 
1909 sale of the St. Louis Street prop-
erty from William Junqua to Jeanne 
Antoinette. 

“Flight to South America:  Two Tales 
from New Orleans.  he stories of 
Leon Queyrouze and the other guy 
whose partner lived at 3607 Maga-

zine.”

Daily Picayune, December 28, 1865.

Times-Picayune, September 7, 1952.



August 9, 1879 to March 25, 1884 – Leonie Pons de Gibert

Leonie Pons de Gibert, widow by irst marriage of Jean Fermin Pepin and by second marriage of Charles J. de LaFollye, owned 
the property for about ive years.   Gibert’s irst husband, Jean Fermin Pepin, had been himself a large landowner, owning much 
of the land in the original Faubourg Franklin which became the St. Roch neighborhood.   Gibert let virtually no mark on the 
historical record in New Orleans, aside from her property transactions and the records of her estate.  She perhaps purchased the 
property as an investment but had little personal involvement in the matter.  

March 25, 1884 to May 14, 1886 – Charles Laitte

Charles Laitte, like Pons de Gibert before him, owned the property but had little per-
sonal connection to it.  he Queyrouze family continued at old No. 17 St. Louis Street.  
Laitte was a wealthy man, described as a “famous inancier of the old Louisiana days” 
in his 1898 obituary.  As with many of the other owners of 525 St. Louis Street, Laitte 
traced his family lineage to the proud French families who immigrated to Louisiana in 
its early years.  Born in Matanzas, Cuba in 1826, he came to the United States at age 10 
to receive an education.  Falling in love with New Orleans because, he said, it reminded 
him of the French nation his parents revered, Laitte made the city his permanent home.  
He made an enormous fortune but lost it all at age 60.  His inancial reversals most likely 
resulted in the sale of this St. Louis Street house in 1886.

Daily Picayune, July 19, 1898.



May 14, 1886 to August 15, 1895 – Joseph David and Heirs

Joseph David, a Decatur street merchant, held the title to the old house on St. Louis street when its identifying municipal number 
changed from 17 to 525.  David continued to rent the residential portions of the building to the esteemed Queyrouze family.  In 
the commercial spaces on the ground loor, a retail cigar shop by the name of Curtis Bros. operated.  William Vredenburgh, who 
lived on Esplanade Avenue, maintained his oice in the Curtis Bros. shop.  Vredenburgh, it will be remembered, kept an oice in 
the building since the 1860s.  he Curtis Bros. were not the only tobacconists to rent from Joseph David.  William Irby sold his 
unique cigarettes from the building, as well.  

David purchased the St. Louis Street property to easier use the warehouse in its 
rear.  David already operated “David’s Rice Mill” at old No. 16 Toulouse, adjoining 
old No. 17 St. Louis in the rear.

David’s heirs either could not or would not take over ownership of the building 
upon his death.  As early as 1890, notice of auctions for the property and leasing 
information for potential renters appeared in the newspaper.   While the Quey-
rouze family continued to make their home on St. Louis street, they must have 
known that their days in the house 
were numbered.  he advertise-
ments touted “the eligibly located 
two-story brick store and dwelling, 
with the three story rear build-
ing and detached warehouse.”  
he beneits of location included 
proximity to “the Sugar and Rice 
Exchange, manufactories, and 
shipping.”  he buildings fetched a 
monthly rent of $600 for the store, 
residence, and warehouse com-
bined.  Attorney and Notary Public 

NEAR RIGHT: New Orleans Item, 
February 18, 1889.
FAR RIGHT, TOP: Daily Picayune, 
September 18, 1889. 
FAR RIGHT, BOTTOM: New Or-
leans Item, February 23, 1892.



Nicholas B. Trist would handle the act of sale.

Another auction for the property took place in the 
spring of 1894.  We can glean further information 
about the property from the 1894 advertisement, 
though its publisher opted for brevity in describing 
the real estate.  “he improvements comprise a two-
story and attic brick store and residence, containing 
store and about 14 rooms, gas, water works, etc.”  
Not only do we now know the number of rooms in 
the home but we also know how the residents and 
commercial tenants received their city utilities, as 
well.  

BELOW: Daily Picayune, March 28, 1894.
MIDDLE: Daily Picayune, August 10, 1890.
FAR RIGHT: Daily Picayune, June 3, 1886.



August 15, 1895 to April 11, 1901 – 

People’s Bank of New Orleans

A great age in the history of 525 St. Louis Street came 
to an end in 1901, coinciding with the sale of the 
building to Jean-Baptiste Junqua.  he Queyrouze 
family, widow Clara, daughter Leona, and son John 
Maxime, moved from the house their family had 
called home for decades.  

April 11, 1901 to August 18, 1909 – 

Jean-Baptiste Junqua and Heirs

Junqua lived at 531 St. Louis Street, quite close to his 
new property.  Junqua, a native of Bordeaux, France, 
made the Crescent City his home for over 30 years.  
During that time, he prospered as an importer and 
exporter of diverse goods, primarily wines and liquors.  
For a time, he “owned and conducted the barroom at 
the corner of Canal and Carondelet Streets.”   During 
his long mercantile life, Junqua included his children 
in his afairs.  Following, perhaps, in the footsteps of 
Leon and Leona Queyrouze, neighbors of the Junqua’s 
on St. Louis Street, Jean-Baptiste Junqua taught his 
daughter, Miss A. Junqua the intricacies of the busi-
ness world.  Junqua was a member of many French 
charitable organizations in the city, including the 
Societe Francaise, the Societe du Quatorze Juilliet, and 
the Union Francaise.

Daily Picayune, August 16, 1907.



In his older years, Junqua made an annual trip to his home country.  
Against the advice of his worried children, Junqua made the trip in 
the summer of 1907.  He arrived in Bordeaux on May 12 and trav-
eled about the country visiting family and old friends.  Tragically, 
Junqua died on the return voyage.  Being still several days from any 
port, the captain had no choice but to bury Junqua at sea.  he pa-
pers reported that Miss Junqua was quite upset that the ship’s captain 
buried her father at sea but understood the necessity of doing so.  

Daily Picayune, March 28, 1909.

Daily Picayune, June 6, 1909.



August 18, 1909 to March 18, 1921 – 

Jeanne Antoine, later Jeanne Antoine 

Bourgeois 

It seems that Jeanne Antoine purchased the 
property to give her brothers, Henry, Arthur, and 
Eugene, a place to run their print shop.  Antoine 
Brothers Printers opened at 525 St. Louis Street 
in 1909, not long ater Jeanne purchased the 
property.  City Directories identify the residence 
of the brothers as 525 St. Louis Street, though the 
directories do not include a listing for Jeanne.  An 
undated photograph in the Louisiana State Mu-
seum, titled “Antoine Bros. Job Printers”, portrays 
the interior of the oices.  he photograph almost 
certainly shows the interior of 525 St. Louis 
Street, judging from the two arched doorways 
with Palladian windows which match those in the 
building today.  Perhaps Henry, Arthur, and/or 
Eugene appear in the photograph.

ABOVE: “Antoine Brothers, Job Printers”, 
ca. 1910, Louisiana State Museum.
RIGHT: he same view, 2014.  Photo Our 
House Stories.



Antoine Brothers published the True Patriot, a newspaper dedicated to labor 
news.  h e i rst issue appeared on July 4, 1908.   

Mrs. Bourgeois passed away on February 18, 1974.  

FAR LEFT: Times-Picayune, February 20, 1974.
CENTER TOP: Daily Picayune, July 4, 1908.
CENTER MIDDLE: Daily Picayune, January 27, 
1910.
CENTER BOTTOM: New Orleans Item, October 
17, 1920.
ABOVE: Daily Picayune, October 25, 1910.



March 18, 1921 to January 30, 1926 – George Jacob

During the years George Jacob owned 525 St. Louis Street, he leased 
the premises to William O. and Henry C. Ramos to be used as a 
paint manufactory.  he Ramos Paint Manufacturing Company irst 
appeared in City Directories at 525 St. Louis in 1922.  Ramos made 
headlines with his “Ginn Fizz” line of paints during these years of 
Prohibition.  Why did Ramos name his paint ater a cocktail, one 
might ask?  he answer, it turns out, connects the old home at 525-
27 St. Louis street to one of the most popular chapters in the history 
of the cocktail.  

he Ramos family came to New Orleans from the bustling Wabash 
River town of Vincennes, Indiana around 1858.   In 1887, William 
and Henry opened the Imperial Cabinet Saloon at the corner of 
Gravier and Carondelet Streets.  It was at the Imperial Cabinet that 
Henry developed the unique recipe for the Ramos Gin Fizz, one of 
the most famous cocktails of all time.  he drink instantly earned 
the favor of the public as a result of its refreshing efervescence, a 
combination of soda water, egg white, citrus juice, and orange lower 
water.  When the Imperial Cabinet moved to 712 Gravier Street in 
1907 and became he Stag Saloon, the public followed, conident in 
the guaranteed quality and respectability of any establishment run by 
the Ramos brothers.  

Unfortunately for all cocktail purveyors, the passage of the Volstead 
Act in 1919 forbade the sale of alcohol in the United States.  Prohibi-
tion, as the era came to be known, caused a drastic shit in the social 
life of the nation.  Whereas once much of society, in New Orleans es-
pecially, centered around the saloon, this point of focus disappeared 
during Prohibition.  One traveler to New Orleans during Prohibition 
remarked,

Back in the old days, there wasn’t so much bother.  
Orleanians were good entertainers and business 
was allowed to wait.  I remember in those days we 
would have breakfast at Madame Begue’s, drop 

TOP: Times-Picayune, Janu-
ary 14, 1923.
BOTTOM: Times-Picayune, 
July 6, 1919.

TOP: Times-Picayune, Octo-
ber 23, 1923.
BOTTOM: Times-Picayune, 
October 23, 1921.



around to Ramos’ for a gin izz, to the Louisiane for 
lunch, back around to the St. Charles, to Antoine’s for 
dinner, then spend the evening in one of the clubs.  If 
business interfered, the Orleanian postponed it until the 
next day.  On this visit, however, I have been impressed 
by the ‘business irst’ idea. 

Unspoken by the traveler, though certainly implied, is the fact that those 
who operated the great social gathering places had to ind other ways to 
supplant their income in the absence of alcohol sales.  

he same held true for the Ramos brothers.  As the joke of the day went, 
“Ramos quit selling nose paint and has begun selling house paint.”   he 
newspapers tell us that the brothers “dedicated themselves to the quiet 
enjoyment of the irst real vacation they ever had” in the immediate af-
termath of Prohibition.   Ater two years, however, the appearance of “the 
Ramos name over a building in St. Louis street show[ed] their return to 
active life.”  Time and again, the Ramos brothers trumpeted the fact that 
they sold “direct to the consumer.”  

Times-Picayune, November 22, 1925.

ABOVE and RIGHT: 
Times-Picayune, Septem-
ber 19, 1928.



January 30, 1926 to October 27, 1989 – Quong Sun, Co. Inc.

On January 30, 1926, George Jacob sold the property to the partners of 
the Quong Sun Company, Incorporated.  he dealers in Chinese food-
stufs would own the building for the next 63 years, through the end of the 
Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, the Second World War, through 
the upheavals of the 1960s, the oil bust of the 1970s, and the twilight of the 
Reagan years.  

he proprietor of the Quong Sun Company, Lee Hee, showed up in the 
Times-Picayune when Chinatown was moved from its location on Tulane 
Avenue, between S. Rampart and Elks Place, to the 500 and 600 blocks of 
Bourbon Street.   A photograph of Lee Hee helping his friend, Gee Beng, 
made the front page of the Society Features section of the newspaper.  Hee 
was 56 years old at the time and described as “an ‘honorable merchant of 
notable ish,’ living at 525 St. Louis street.”

In October 1940, the voter registration for the upcoming presidential elec-
tion occupied several columns of the New Orleans papers.  In an efort to 
highlight the cultural diversity of the Crescent City, the Times-Picayune 
reporter pointed out new voters from Bombay, India; Contessa Entellina, 
Italy; Manila, Philippine Islands; Kaprija, Yugoslavia; Hamilton, Canada; 
and Toyshing, China.  he man from China was none other than Jee Fun 
Chinn, who made his New Orleans home at 525 St. Louis street. 

he proliferation of mosquitoes during the New Orleans summer gave 
Chin Hoy and Ken Hoo, owners of the Gulf Products, Co. at 525 St. Louis, 
a business opportunity.  Ken Hoo described their product designed to repel 
mosquitoes.  “We call them Mosquito Coils,” he said, “Each coil is a burn-
ing smudge, spiraled like a coiled snake, made of pyrethrum and pyrethrin.”  
Hoo credited the Japanese with making their brand of mosquito coils from 
“chemicals…from a lower that grows in the Orient and South Africa.”   

Chin Hong Bow and Company applied for a business charter with the 
Louisiana Secretary of State in 1959, reporting their address as 525 St. Louis 
Street.  he company would “buy and collect ish, shrimp and all animals of 
the water.” 

Daily Picayune, 
December 16, 
1908.



When the owners of Mare Brothers sold 497 illegal alligator hides 
in 1972, they fell into the clutches of state Wildlife and Fisheries 
agents.  Even though three agents witnessed the illegal transac-
tion and produced photographic evidence, New Orleans District 
Attorney Jim Garrison did not prosecute the case.  Garrison, most 
famous for bringing to trial the only case stemming from the as-
sassination of President John F. Kennedy, even returned the skins 
to the Mare Brothers.  At the time, the national press reported that 
the federal Department of Justice was pursuing an investigation 
against an Atlanta distributor who obtained illegal hides from a 
Louisiana source.  In 1972, the Endangered Species List included 
alligators, making hunting or killing alligators a federal ofense.  
Simultaneous with the federal investigation, Louisiana announced 
that it would hold a controlled hunting season for alligators in 
1972, claiming that more than the minimum of 250,000 alligators 
lived in Louisiana swamps and marshlands.  he state touted the 
income potential for marshland owners to preserve their property 
instead of draining it for agricultural use.   

FAR LEFT and ABOVE: Times-Picayune, September 21, 1937.
LEFT: Louisiana Conservation Review, 1931.  Louisana State Mu-
seum.



FAR LEFT: Times-Pica-
yune, January 13, 1972.
LEFT: Times-Picayune, 
June 17, 1958.



LEFT: Times-Picayune, January 13, 1972.
BELOW: Times-Picayune, July 21, 1975.



October 27, 1989 to November 11, 2001 – Margaret Virginia 

King, wife of/and R. Parker Griith, MD 

From 1989 until 2001, Rolf Parker Griith, Jr., M.D. and his wife, Margaret 
Virginia King, owned 525 St. Louis Street.  Born in 1942, Griith grew up in 
Shreveport, Louisiana.  He attended the Louisiana State University Medical 
School and had a successful career, in part as a doctor at Charity Hospital 
in New Orleans.  hree years ater purchasing 525 St. Louis Street, Griith 
retired from medicine.  hree years ater selling the property, Griith ran un-
successfully for mayor of Huntsville, Alabama.  In 2006, he won a seat in the 
Alabama State Senate.  In 2008, Alabama voters sent Griith to the United 
States House of Representatives.  During his term in the U.S. House, Griith 
switched from the Democratic Party to the Republican Party.  He failed to 
win re-election in 2010.  In 2014, R. Parker Griith ran unsuccessfully for 
Governor of Alabama. 

ABOVE LEFT: Griith announces a shit in his party allegiance from the Democratic to the Republic Party while Virginia looks 
on, December 22, 2009.  Associated Press.
RIGHT TOP: he Griiths leave a polling place ater voting, March 13, 2012.  Twitter user @Parker_Griith.
ABOVE RIGHT: Griith as a United States Representative, 2009.



November 11, 2001 to October 28, 

2011 – Cynthia Wall, wife of/and 

Samuel B. Nunez, Jr.

Samuel B. Nunez, Jr. continued the political 
legacy of 525 St. Louis Street.  Nunez en-
joyed a career in Louisiana politics for over 
40 years.  From 1964 to 1969, Nunez served 
in the Louisiana House of Representatives.  
In 1969, he entered the state Senate, where 
he served until 1996.  While a delegate 
to the state Constitutional Convention of 
1973, Nunez helped earn inclusion of the 
homestead exemption from property taxes.  
He also played a major role in bringing the 
Louisiana (now Mercedes-Benz) Super-
dome to New Orleans, the New Orleans 
Arena (now Smoothie King Center), and 
the Ernest Morial Convention Center.  
Nunez also brought infrastructure projects 
to the city such as the Crescent City Con-
nection, Interstate 510, and the West Bank 
Expressway.  Nunez died in 2012. 

Samuel Nunez, WBRZ Baton Rouge, January 28, 2012.




