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8008 Belfast Street, New Orleans, LA: Timeline of Events

FIRST SURVEY OF 
THE CITY OF 

CARROLLTON

JEAN BORDES 
OPERATED A 

DAIRY FARM ON 
THE PROPERTY 

UNTIL 1919

8008 BELFAST WAS 
CONSTRUCTED BY 
JOHN SANGASSAN 

SANGASSAN’S 
DAUGHTER, 

MARTHA DRUEL, 
MOVED INTO THE 

HOME AND 
HOSTED SEVERAL 
EUCHRE PARTIES

WALTER R. KUHN 
PURCHASED THE 
PROPERTY FOR 

$10,800 

7.5 MONTHS LATER 
THE HOUSE WAS 

SOLD TO WILLIAM 
E. PIER

GEORGE G. 
BLAKE 

PURCHASED THE 
HOME FOR $6,200

NESTOR F. MILLS 
PURCHASED THE 
HOME FOR $13,800 

IN JUNE 1955

NESTOR F. MILLS 
FOUNDED KREWE 

OF KLOWNS

MARILEE AND 
ARVEL HOWSER 
PURCHASED THE 

HOME FOR 
$26,487.99

THE ERIC J. 
KRONBERG TRUST 
PURCHASED THE 

HOME FOR $127,500

MICHAEL D. 
POOLE 

PURCHASED THE 
HOME FOR 

$137,000

STACY VAN SICKLE 
AND TAMMY 
BOUDREAUX 

PURCHASED THE 
HOME FOR $198,000
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The Neighborhood
The early history of the land that became Carrollton dates back to the 
land grant given to Bienville in 1719, one year after the founding of New 
Orleans.  Later, the Spanish government ceded the property to Louis 
Caesar LeBreton.  LeBreton’s claim lapsed, however, prompting the Span-
ish government to grant the title to Jean Baptiste Macarty in 1795.   Upon 
American possession of the Louisiana Territory, the Macarty title was 
challenged, though Congress confirmed his ownership in 1823.  Macarty 
cultivated sugar on his plantation, having fields in the lower section of his 
claim stretching from the river to about present-day Spruce Street.  

Though Charles Zimpel surveyed the land in 1833, the town did not of-
ficially come into being until March 10, 1845 when the state legislature 
passed its articles of incorporation.  Why did the early settlers name their 
town Carrollton?  As with a great deal of New Orleans’ historical phe-
nomena, the answer dates to the Battle of New Orleans.  General William 
Carroll, who fought alongside General Andrew Jackson on the plain at 
Chalmette in 1815, traveled downriver from Kentucky with his men to 
fight in the battle.  In December 1814, Carroll and his men camped on 
the banks of the Mississippi at the future site of Carrollton before reach-
ing New Orleans proper.  In his 1876 pamphlet detailing the history of 
Carrollton, William H. Williams writes, “A military encampment on the 
Macarty plantation, we may fancy, was an event of thrilling interest in 
that day to the planters and their colored people along the coast.  The 
recollection of this event served, twenty years after this incident to fur-
nish a name for the new settlement on the same ground.”  Carroll and his 
men were positioned at the center of the lines during the Battle of New 
Orleans where the fighting was most intense.  His soldiers inflicted heavy 

TOP RIGHT: The Town of Carrollton was laid out by Charles Zimpel in 
1833.  This image depicts the sign located in the Carrollton neighbor-
hood of New Orleans.
BOTTON RIGHT: Picayune, November 24, 1837.







PREVIOUS THREE PAGES: The His-
tory of Carrollton published in the 
Picayune on March 14, 1910.



casualties on the British forces.

According to historian Meloncy C. Soniat, Carrollton 
reached “the height of its glory before the Civil War,” when 
it “boasted of its fine hotel and garden.”   Soniat writes,

The Hotel and Garden were considered as a summer resort by the 
people of New Orleans, who would go there and spend the after-
noon and who, while enjoying the music which was furnished by 
some of the most celebrated bands of those days, would either sip 
a mint julep or drink a glass of cold beer….Or, perhaps, they would 
stroll through the garden and admire the rare plants and flowers 
for which the place was noted.  This Hotel and Garden existed even 
after the annexation of Carrollton to the City of New Orleans [in 
1870].  The Hotel, depot and garden have long since disappeared ow-
ing to the encroachments of the River and the Public Belt Railroad. 

The Carrollton Hotel earned plaudits in its own time, as 
well.  The Daily Picayune, in one of its first editions, re-
ported

Moore has opened this establishment [the Carrollton Hotel] 
in a style which reflects the highest credit not only upon him-
self but the company who own the property.  We intend taking a 
trip out to-day in order to try a splendid “set out” of all the good 
eatables and drinkables the market affords, which Moore has 
promised to give.  There is not a place in the vicinity of Orleans 
where a good dinner can be better enjoyed than at Carrollton. 

Indeed, all of New Orleans raved about the enjoyment af-
forded guests of the hotel.  In those days when steamboats 
made their last stop at Carrollton before traveling the rest 
of the way to New Orleans, the Carrollton Hotel gave trav-
elers something to remember and gave the burgeoning city 
a spot on the map.

While the Hotel certainly attracted a great influx of travel-
ers, the growth of the resident population of Carrollton 
owed its rapidity largely to the New Orleans and Carrollton 
Rail Road Company, the route of which continues in the 



PREVIOUS PAGE, TOP: A copy of a watercolor, originally dated March 25, 1840, of the Carrollton Hotel.  Copy by Boyd Cruise, New Orleans Public 
Library.
PREVIOUS PAGE, BOTTOM:  The Carrollton Train by C. Rothaas, dated December 16, 1835.  New Orleans Notarial Archives.
THIS PAGE, ABOVE: The Carrollton Hotel, from Illustrated Visitor’s Guide to New Orleans, 1879.  Wikipedia.

present day as the St. Charles Avenue streetcar, from the Tivoli (now Lee) Circle to its terminus opposite the Carrollton Hotel.  
Less well known is the Jefferson and Lake Pontchartrain Railroad Company, which ran from Carrollton to Lake Pontchartrain 
along present-day Carrollton Avenue.  The N.O.C.R.R.C. provided a quick and efficient means of transportation between the City 
of New Orleans and the City of Carrollton, as well as the rest of the suburbs that gradually arose between the two cities.



The Property
Prior to December 6, 2001, when Stacy Van Sickle and Tammy 
Boudreaux purchased 8008 Belfast Street before Notary Pub-
lic Robert J. Bergeron, the square of ground upon which the 
house stands enjoyed a rich history.   The land formed part of 
the original City of Carrollton, developed by the New Orleans 
Canal and Banking Company beginning on April 16, 1833.  
On that date, surveyor Charles F. Zimpel made a survey of the 
City of Carrollton at the behest of the three men and the one 
company who owned the property – Laurent Millaudon, John 
Slidell, Samuel Kuhn, and the New Orleans Canal and Banking 
Company.   Zimpel’s original plan of Carrollton burned in 1862, 
though the creation of many small scale plans highlighting dif-
ferent sections of the old city gives us the opportunity to view 
those sections at distinct points in their development.  

Belfast Street appeared on the original plans of the City of Car-
rollton but not at its current location.  William H. Williams’ 
1855 plan (far right page) shows two squares between Eleventh 
(now Fontainebleau) and Twelfth (now Walmsley), though the 
street had not yet been cut through the square.  On the up-
per side of Canal (now Carrollton) Avenue, Belfast Street did 
indeed run for nine, albeit non-consecutive, blocks.  A plan 
by Jefferson Parish Surveyor Benjamin Buisson (this page) 
shows the entire property bounded by present day S. Carroll-
ton Avenue, Walmsley Avenue, Fontainebleau Drive, and Fern 
Street as a single square of ground instead of the four squares it 
currently constitutes.  Buisson’s plan, dated May 19,1851, shows 
the projected subdivision of that property into the four squares 
present today.  At some point in history, furthermore, someone 
penciled in what we recognize now as the modern square num-
bers and street names.  

Buisson created his plan, it appears, as an advertisement for a 
creole cottage and shed situated on the larger square.  These 
buildings were the first constructed in this part of Carrollton.  Benjamin Buisson Plan, dated May 19, 1851.  Courtesy NONA.



William H. Williams “Plan of Carrollton,” 1855.



We know that the original buildings arose sometime in 1851.  The Supreme 
Court of Louisiana referenced the property shown on Buisson’s plan in the case 
Badillo vs. Tio, which established the paternity of certain free persons of color 
alleged to have been the children of Augustin Macarty.  Macarty, it will be re-
membered, owned as his plantation the land which became Carrollton.  The state 
court handed down its decision in Badillo vs. Tio on January 20, 1851, referenc-
ing the squares of ground by their numbers given on the 1855 Williams plan of 
the city.  Square 158 corresponds to the modern square number 381.  Though 
the justices carefully described the buildings present on other pieces of property 
in the suit, they made no mention of buildings on the Carrollton property.  By 
May 19, 1851, the date of Buisson’s plan, however, the creole cottage and shed 
had been constructed.  

The following pages will trace the property through the ownership of several 
owners who maintained the land in its rural character.  Aristide Bare, we shall 
see, endured legal hardships in claming the land as his own but eventually prof-
ited from its development.  A team of investors led by prominent New Orleani-
sans H. J. Renney, George May, and Cornelius Beard owned the land throughout 
the Civil War and its immediate aftermath.  The upheavals of those years saw 
the land pass into the hands of men who left no mark on the historical record.  
Charles Fitzenriter and Henry William Apken owned the square for a combined 
nine  years but little evidence of their existence beyond land records survives.

As the following pages will show, development in Carrollton proceeded at a slow 
pace.  As the Sanborn maps show, as early as 1909, the only buildings on the 
property faced Carrollton Avenue.  The same pattern revealed itself along the 
main thoroughfare for several squares towards the river.  The closer to the river, 
the thicker the development beyond Carrollton Avenue.  In the neighborhood 
of Belfast Street, by 1940 [middle] the entire square was filled with buildings.  
Several large apartment complexes faced Fontainebleau Drive and Carrollton 
Avenue.  Facing Carrollton between Belfast and Walmsley, the Lafayette School 
stood, dedicated to educating the children of New Orleans.

LEFT IMAGES: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps showing the neighborhood around 8008 Belfast 
Street, dated 1909 (top), 1940 (middle), and 1951 (bottom).



Aristide Baré (1846-1854)

The man likely responsible for constructing the old buildings on the property was Aristide Baré.  Though the state Supreme 
Court declared his original purchase null on the grounds that the testamentary executor, Francisco Tio, did not have the right 
to sell the land, Baré worked out a deal with the heirs by which he retained the property.  Baré probably rented the property to 
others to be used for agriculture.  The 1851 City Directory lists Baré as a “French litigious agent & adviser” residing on Orleans 
Street.  When Baré first acquired the property, he only owned a 1/2 share.  The Macarty heirs owned the other half.  After the 
decision on January 20, 1851, Bare acquired the remainder and proceeded to develop the property as his own.  

H.J. Renney, George May, and Cornelius Beard (1854-1867)

During the 1850s, a trio of investors consisting of H.J. Renney, George May, and Cornelius Beard purchased the property from 
Baré for the sum of $8700, a price which included nine whole squares of ground.  The dairy operations initiated by Aristide Baré 
likely continued while Renney, May, and Beard held title to the land.  The trio owned many properties in Carrollton for invest-
ment purposes.  Their direct connection to the properties were very minimal.  

Charles Fitzenriter (1867-1869)

Charles Fitzenriter owned the property from 1867 to 1869, however, no futher information was found.

Hernry William Apken (1869-1876)

A man named William Apken owned a dairy operation in Jefferson City, at the corner of Toledano and Chestnut, according to 
the 1866 Gardner’s City Directory.  Apken purchased the Carrollton property shortly after Jefferson City became absorbed into 
New Orleans and began to lose its own rural character.  Even though Carrollton would become part of New Orleans in 1870, it 
retained its ruralness into the early 20th century.



Jean Bordes (1876-1919)

In the 1830s and throughout the 19th century, the 
property in that part of Carrollton was used for dairy 
farming.  What started out as small-scale farms owned 
by individuals gradually grew into much larger opera-
tions.  The property where 8008 Belfast now stands 
was owned by Jean Bordes, a Frenchman.  Bordes first 
appears in the 1870 Census as a dairy farmer, aged 27 
years old, living in the 5th Ward.  Living with Bordes 
at the time was his wife, Marie and their three-month 
old daughter, Louise.  

By 1880, Bordes lived in Carrollton.  In 1904, Bordes 
was arrested for carrying a pail of water in his dairy 
wagon.  At the time local dairymen were being arrest-
ed for altering or diluting milk with additives and wa-
ter.  He claimed he was unaware of the water, but was 
found guilty and sentenced to a $10 fine and 30 days 
in jail.  He later became a prominent voice in the dairy 
industry, helping to organize area dairymen into a 
collective bargaining union affiliated with the national 
Dairy Drivers Association.  In 1907, when Jean Bordes 
was the acting president of the local Dairy Drivers As-
sociation, the organization boasted 282 members.  The 
dairymen fought a losing battle against public percep-
tion of their dishonesty over selling adulterated milk.  
The public wanted whole milk but some unscrupulous 
dairy drivers mixed their milk with water to make it 
go farther.  

ABOVE: Jean Bordes in the 1870 United States Federal Census.



Picayune, April 7, 1908. Picayune, September 24, 1904.

Picayune, December 5, 1907.



The House
John Sangassan purchased the property on Decem-
ber 9, 1919 for $13,500.  The price included nearly 
the entire square, 285 feet depth and front on Short 
Street and 155 feet depth and front on Apple and 
Belfast Streets. Jean Bordes retained the remainder of 
the square.  Sangassan made the 1919 purchase in the 
name of the Sangassan Building and Realty Company, 
Inc., or S.B.R.Co.  On October 25, 1920, Sangassan 
acquired the property and several others in his own 
name by paying his company $75,000.  Twelve days 
later, Sangassan appeared before notary S. Weiss to 
purchase the property from himself again.  On January 
31, 1922, the Eureka Homestead Association became 
involved in the property but rapidly sold its share to 
the Standard Housing and Investment Association. 
Three days later, on February 2, Sangassan declared 
that he held the property in the name of S.H.A.I.A.  
On December 6, 1923, it was declared that Standard 
Housing “had no right or title” to the property.  De-
spite this, Sangassan, acting “individually and on 
behalf of the S.H.A.I.A., sold six lots on the square to 
himself (now styled “Manderville John Sangassan”)for 
$38,200.  

During all of this time, Sangassan constructed four 
houses on Belfast Street and two on Short Street.  
The Tax Assessment records describe “six houses 
not finished” in 1920 and 1921.  By 1922, the assess-
ments show the new buyers of the houses.  We look 
to the House Connection records of the Sewerage and 
Water Board for a precise date of construction of 8008 
Belfast.  The records show that the Sangassan Build-
ing and Realty Company had water connected at 8008 
Belfast on March 31, 1920.  ABOVE IMAGES: Tax Assessment Records showing the construction of 8008 Bel-

fast Street in 1920.  NOPL.



ABOVE IMAGES: House Connection Records of the Sewerage and Water Board, showing the connection of service to 8008 Belfast Street on March 
31, 1920.  NOPL.



ALL IMAGES THIS PAGE: An Act of Sale showing one of the several transactions undertaken by John Sangassan that involved the technical transfer of 
ownership of 8008 Belfast Street.  P.S. Benedict, “Act of Sale”, Eureka Homestead Society to John Sangassan, January 31, 1922.  NONA.  





The Sangassan’s (1920-1925)

The spacious bungalow at 8008 Belfast Street was con-
structed, therefore, in 1920 by the Sangassan Build-
ing and Realty Company.  The company, helmed by its 
founder and president, John Sangassan, built six houses 
in the square that year, four on Belfast Street and two 
on Short Street.  Immediately after the erection of 8008 
Belfast, Sangassan’s daughter, Martha Doell, moved 
into the house.  Mrs. Doell hosted a number of “Euchre 
Parties” in the coming months which she always care-
fully advertised each week in the “Women’s Meetings” 
column of the Times-Picayune.  A 1912 Society notice 
tells that Mrs. Sangassan and her daughter, Mrs. W.C. 
Doell, were traveling together.  William Clarence Doell 
and Martha Sangassan were married in 1907.  Mr. Doell 
died in 1917, leaving his wife a widow.  Since Mrs. Doell 
never appeared in city directories at 8008 Belfast, we 
may presume that her residence in the new home was 
only meant to be temporary until her father could sell or 
rent the property.

By August 14, 1921, Mrs. Druel, apparently, considered 
moving out.  An ad appeared in the Real Estate section 
of the paper that day advertising, “8008 Belfast, Near 
Carrollton.”  The “raised bungalow” featured a “large liv-
ing room, dining room, breakfast room, pantry, kitchen, 
three bedrooms, tiled bath, finished floors, hot-air heat, 
hot and cold water, laundry trays, etc.” all to be had for 
a monthly rental of $110.  Even in 1921, $110 monthly 
rent was in the higher range.  An identical ad ran in the 
August 21 edition.  As the efforts proved fruitless, the 
rent advertised dropped to $100 and to $90.  Despite 
the attempts to sell and rent the home, the September 
20, 1921 Times-Picayune advertised another event of the 
“Carroll Euchre Club.”  In fact, it appears that the Euchre 
Club met every Thursday at 2:30pm from April into 



PREVIOUS PAGE:  8008 
Belfast at top right.  Pica-
yune, June 13, 1920.
ABOVE, TOP: Picayune, 
August 14, 1921.  
ABOVE, BOTTOM: April 
16, 1921.
CENTER, TOP: Picayune, 
April 3, 1921. 
CENTER, BOTTOM: Pica-
yune, September 20, 1921.
FAR RIGHT: Picayune, 
December 25, 1921.

early 1922.

Sangassan advertised the home for sale in the 
October 9, 1921 papers, describing it thus:
“Just off Carrollton avenue; attractive raised 
bungalow with three bedrooms, sleeping 
porch, tiled bath, living, dining and breakfast 
room, basement, with servants’ quarters, hot 
air heater, laundry trays.  Absolutely modern.  
Garage, $10,500.”

A very similar ad to the rental ads but with 
the added knowledge that the home had 
“servants’ quarters.”  One wonders which 
rooms comprised the servants’ quarters?  
Were they rooms in the basement?  Was it 
simply a room on the main floor?  After an-
other attempt at renting the home, on Janu-
ary 15, 1922, Sangassan mortgaged the home 
to the Eureka Homestead Society.  By an 
act before Percy S. Benedict, Notary Public, 
on January 31, 1922, Sangassan took out a 
handsome sum while indebting himself to 
the homestead society.  A few days later, on 

February 2, Sangassan filed paperwork with notary public A.E. Moulin declar-
ing that he held the title to the house in the name of the Standard Housing and 
Improvement Association, of which he was president.  On March 3, before 
notary Sol Weiss, Sangassan cancelled a now-lost counter letter declaring that 
S.H.A.I.A. “has no right or title” to seven lots in the square, including 8008 
Belfast.  Accordingly, on August 10, 1923, the S.H.A.I.A. sold the house back to 
John Sangassan.  

John Sangassan made himself a wealthy man in the building and real estate 
business.  Allowing for some exaggeration, Sangassan claimed in the New York 
City press, “My organization has built between five and six thousand houses of 
all kinds during the last season.”   The house at 8008 Belfast was one of those 
homes, though Sangassan claimed that “apartment houses of eight rooms 



have proved the favorites.”  When 
pressed by the New Yorkers for 
some explanation of why the New 
Orleans market differed so drasti-
cally from that in their hometown, 
Sangassan replied, tartly, “Because 
our servant problem does not trou-
ble us as does yours.  In the South 
you can get the best kind of general 
servant who will do the washing 
and cooking for $7 a week.”   He 
continued, “The Southern house-
keeper under these conditions is 
able to have as large a home as she 
wants at much less expense and, of 
course, in a warm climate we like 
plenty of room.”   Indeed, as cited 
above, the 8008 Belfast home in-
cluded “servants’ quarters” to entice 

LEFT: Picayune, August 27, 1922.
CENTER: Picayune, November 28, 1917.
ABOVE: The Times-Picayune, February 25, 1923.
OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP LEFT: The New Orleans Item, January 
9, 1910.
OPPOSITE PAGE, BOTTOM LEFT: The New Orleans Item, 
March 25, 1917.
OPPOSITE PAGE, CENTER: Picayune, April 4, 1920.
OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP RIGHT: Picayune, July 1, 1921.



a potential buyer.  

It took a few years, however, before 
Sangassan could sell the home.  
Although he continued his pat-
tern of transferring his proper-
ties between business entities, it 
appears from city directories that 
no one considered their residence 
permanent enough to secure a 
listing.  On December 19, 1924, 
Sangassan sold five lots in square 
381 to David F. McGee for $500.  
We know that Mrs. Doell, San-
gassan’s daughter, hosted euchre 
parties there during the summer 
of 1921.  We know further from 
real estate advertisements that the 
other lots already had houses on 
them in 1924.  The $500 figure, 
then, makes little sense unless the 
sale involved considerations not 
specified in the act of sale.  McGee, 
in turn, held the property for just 

over one month before selling to the Union Homestead Asso-
ciation on January 24, 1925.



Sangassan passed away in the spring of 1935.  His 
succession, filed April 23, included just 6 properties 
from the thousands he owned and developed dur-
ing his lifetime in the building and real estate trades.  
Interestingly, for all the money Sangassan put into 
developing Carrollton, all his properties save one 
were in downtown New Orleans.  Three St. Roch 
properties, one Marigny property, and one property 
in the 7th Ward near Bayou St. John made up his 
rental properties.  It is perhaps fitting that the last 
property, at 79 Neron Place, was the Sangassan fam-
ily home.

TOP LEFT: Picayune, December 6, 1917
BOTTOM LEFT: The Times-Picayune, November 24, 1933.
ABOVE: The Times-Picayune, May 12, 1935.
OPPOSITE PAGE, BOTTOM: The Times-Picayune, November 6, 1952.
OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP LEFT: Picayune, April 26, 1912.
OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP RIGHT: The Times-Picayune, June 16, 1932.



Walter R. Kuhn (1925)

On January 24, 1925, Walter R. Kuhn, a cotton broker, 
purchased the property from the Union Homestead for 
$10,800 by an act before notary W.M. Gurley.  Kuhn 
left very little public information about his life.  

The Kuhn family lost their son, Walter Kuhn, Jr. in a 
tragic accident in 1932.  The six year old boy drowned 
in Mobile Bay while visiting family friends at Barrett’s 
Beach.

The only other times he appeared in the newspaper 
were when he was granted a reprieve from the World 
War I draft as a result of his involvement in agriculture 
and when he passed away in 1952 at the age of 60.  



William E. Pier (1925-1940)

Having only owned 8008 Belfast for seven-and-a-half months, Walter Kuhn sold the 
property to tailor William E. Pier on August 12, 1925.  Pier paid $10,000 for the house.  He 
moved to Belfast Street with his wife the same year.  Shortly after buying the property, Wil-
liam E. Pier became the secretary and treasurer of Joseph Meyers and Brother, Inc., a local 
tailoring house.  The newspaper announcement of Pier’s promotion stated, “Mr. Pier has 
been in the tailoring business for seventeen years and his family has been identified with 
that industry for nearly a half-century.”   Just over a year later, however, the Meyers firm 
went out of business owing to the retirement of Joseph Meyers.  At that time, Pier joined 
the Wagner and Wagner tailoring company as a credit and sales official.  The article noted, 
“Mr. Pier is consolidating the good will and organization of the two firms.”   

Evidence of Pier’s participation in the business life of the Crescent City appeared in a 
number of newspaper articles during the years he owned 8008 Belfast Street.  Pier led a 
coalition of “credit men” to reform the retailer’s credit bureau in the city.  Every month, the 
Associated Retail Credit Men of New Orleans met to develop new ways to “facilitate col-
lection and adjustment of retail accounts in the city.” 

Pier took an active role in the civic arena, as well.  In 1936, 
he appeared on list of Poll Commissioners for the city.  
Along with nine other men, Pier represented the 10th 
Precinct of the 16th Ward at the polls that year.  

On the social scene, the Pier’s were active in The Dorians 
Carnival club.  The 1946 ball, the first held since the end 
of hostilities in 
World War II, found 
Mrs. Pier “in a be-
coming black gown, 
the bodice and long 
skirt trimmed with 
silver lace…she wore 
orchids and long 
black gloves.” 

 



George Blake (1940-1955)

By the time Mrs. Pier danced at the Dorians ball, however, she and Mr. Pier had 
sold the house to George G. Blake, who would own it for fifteen years, from 1940 
to 1955.  We know next to nothing about George Blake.  While a number of men 
named “George Blake” appear in records from the mid-20th century, no one named 
“George G. Blake” made a mark.  Mrs. George Blake, however, made the news when 
she served as a director of the women’s church leadership institute sponsored by the 
Presbyterian Church.  Press coverage of the “synodical leadership laboratory school 
for the women of the church and the teaching staff of the church school” only 
mentioned Mrs. Blake’s position in passing, allotting the rest of the article space to 
children’s activities.  

PREVIOUS PAGE, BOTTOM LEFT: The Times-Picayune, August 1, 1928.
PREVIOUS PAGE, CENTER: The Times-Picayune, October 21, 1926.
PREVIOUS PAGE, TOP RIGHT: The Times-Picayune, June 19, 1927.
PREVIOUS PAGE, BOTTOM RIGHT: The Times-Picayune, February 13, 1946.
RIGHT: The Times-Picayune, June 10, 1950.



Nestor F. Mills (1955-1992)

Nestor F. Mills, an attorney, who paid $13,800 to the Hiber-
nia Homestead Association for the property on June 24, 1955.  
Mills passed the bar only a few months before buying 8008 Bel-
fast.   Shortly thereafter, he received his notarial commission.   
Mills founded, in 1967, the Krewe of Klowns, a krewe that 
rolled as part of the Elks Krewe of Orleanians “truck parades” 
on Mardi Gras Day for many years.  The charter for Krewe of 
Klowns listed 8008 Belfast as the organization’s mailing address 
and Nestor Mills as a founding agent (Charters, far right page).

Mills also earned dubious publicity upon his conviction for 
tax evasion.  The federal grand jury filed an indictment against 
Mills in January, 1975 “for failure to file federal income tax 
returns for 1969, 1970, and 1971.”   Mills faced a year in prison 
in addition to a $10,000 fine for each year he failed to file a 
return.  In April, 1975 Mills pleaded no contest to all charges.  
After a positive pre-sentence report from the probation service, 
fortunately, Judge Lansing L. Mitchell spared Mills from prison, 
opting instead to place Mills under a lengthy probation.  Under 
the terms of a plea deal, Mills “[filed] all past due returns and 
[paid] all of his indebtedness to the government.”   In addi-
tion, “Judge Mitchell made it a condition of the probation that 
[Mills] devote one day a week for two years to assisting the 
New Orleans Legal Aid Society.”   Importantly, “the judge said 
that he could find nothing detrimental to the defendant’s char-
acter other than the tax offense.” 

Arvel and Marilee Howser (1992-1993)
No information available.

Eric J. Kronberg Trust (1993-1997)
No information available.

Michael D. Poole (1997-2001)
No information available.

TOP RIGHT: The Times-Pic-
ayune, February 25, 1955.

LEFT: The Times-Picayune, 
April 16, 1955.



FAR LEFT: The Times-Picayune, February 5, 1967.
CENTER LEFT: The Times-Picayune, January 24, 1975.
CENTER RIGHT: The Times-Picayune, April 3, 1955.
FAR RIGHT: The Times-Picayune, June 26, 1975



Tammy Boudreaux and Stacy Van Sickle (2001-present)


