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From the “Bricks and Mortar” column of the Daily Picayune, we discover that “Mr. Picard” caused the 
construction of 4125 St. Charles Avenue in 1891. “Mr. Picard” was Henry Picard, a grocer. L.C. 
LeCorgne, the builder, worked from plans provided by Thomas Sully, the famed architect. LeCorgne built 
a number of notable buildings in Uptown New Orleans, some in conjunction with Sully, including the 
now-demolished New Orleans Bicycle Club at the corner of General Taylor and Baronne.1 LeCorgne was 
responsible for several residences, as well.2 As for 4125 St. Charles Avenue, the Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps of 1893 and 1896 show the house in its original form, as Sully intended.3 
 
Henry Picard’s obituary reveals the details of a life that began in Colman, Alsace, France in 1824 and 
took him first to New York, then to Bayou Sara, Louisiana and St. Louis before flourishing in New 
Orleans. Picard was described as a “patriarch” in his Jewish faith and an esteemed member of his 
religious and social community.4 Henry Picard may well have known that his death was imminent, as he 
took steps to declare the title to 4125 St. Charles two months before taking his final breath.5 
 
While city directories list the Picards at 4125 St. Charles Avenue from 1892 until 1902, the obituaries of 
both Henry and Julius Picard list their residences as 1422 Constantinople, only one block on the other 
side of St. Charles. It is entirely possible that the very wealthy Henry Picard had more than one residence 
in the neighborhood. The city directories for the 1890s and the 1900 Census show that the Picards rented 
rooms to boarders during that time. Perhaps, then, if Picard were ill, they retired to a separate residence 
for reasons of privacy.  
 
Picard seems to have had a heart attack about a week prior to his death. The incident was retold with 
dramatic flair in the Daily Picayune shortly after his death. The obituary reads,  
 

A week ago today, he started out to pay a visit to an old friend. It was in 
the early afternoon. At the corner of Royal and Bienville Streets, he 
waited to let a street car pass. As he stood beside the track he presented 
a splendid picture of old age. Straight as an arrow, his white hair 
showing above a marvelously sympathetic and intelligent face, he was 

                                                      
1 1892-01-11 L.C. LeCorgne builds N.O. Bicycle Club, cor Gen Taylor & Baronne 
2 4125 St. Charles Avenue in 1891 with plans by Thomas Sully. 
4132 St. Charles Avenue in 1890 also with Sully plans - $19,500 
1566 Webster Street for F.L. Gustine, 1891 - $5,000 
5902, 5908, 5914, 5920, 5926 Hurst Street for F.A. Schneidau, 1891 - $13, 500 
1465 State Street for F.A. Schneidau, cost unknown 
3 1893 Sanborn Map vol 4 p 103; 1896 Sanborn Map vol 3 p 247. 
4 1902-06-25 Death of a Patriarch - Henry Picard 
5 1902-04-30 Picards - Declaration of Title - 4125 St Charles 
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the very embodiment of the well-preserved patriarch. As the street car 
passed Mr. Picard resumed his journey across the street. Suddenly he 
fell, stricken by paralysis. 

 
Picard held on for another week, lingering near death but still fully conscious and communicative. The 
papers say that “death came peacefully and quietly” to the 78-year-old Picard. In the end, he was noted 
above all for his charity, lauded for contributions to Touro Infirmary, the Jewish Widows and Orphans 
Home, and the Denver Hospital for Consumptives. 
 
It is important to note that Julius Picard was married to Henry’s step-daughter, Jane. Julius was, therefore, 
Henry’s stepson-in-law, not his son. That they had the same surname seems to be only a coincidence. 
While marriages between first- or second-cousins was much more prevalent during the 19th-century than 
today, it does not seem to be the case that Julius and Jane were related by blood. Jane and Julius did, 
however, have a pre-existing relationship. When Julius moved to Bayou Sara, around 1880, he formed a 
partnership with a Mr. Weill. Jane was married to Mr. Weill at the time. “Some years after Mr. Weill’s 
death,” according to Julius Picard’s obituary, Jane married Julius.6  
 
Julius Picard enjoyed great success in business, though separately from his father-in-law. The newspapers 
described his death as “a relief” after years of illness.7 Jane Picard took an active role in the musical 
happenings of the Temple Sinai congregation.8 Indeed, Henry Picard was well-known as “one of the 
oldest members of the Temple Sinai,” meaning that Jane likely knew the congregation well. 
 
4125 St. Charles Avenue changed hands following the death of Julius Picard, passing into the ownership 
of Moise Waldhorn. Waldhorn paid $18,000 for the property on August 5, 1902. The Waldhorns hosted a 
dance just before New Year’s Eve in 1907. The Picayune reported that Mrs. Waldhorn “loaned her home” 
to a group of young men who put on the entertainment. The mirth may have concealed a lurking darkness 
within Moise Waldhorn. He committed suicide on Halloween 1910. The Daily City Item of November 1, 
1910 tells that he shot himself through the nose in the office of his jewelry factory at 337 Royal Street. 
Waldhorn “had just come back from a health-seeking trip to Canada,” according to Maurice Levi, a 
partner in the jewelry and antique firm, M. Waldhorn and Company, but remained ill.9 The Waldhorns 
owned the house until 1919, when the several children of the couple sold it to Richardson P. Farnsworth. 
 
The Farnsworth family owned the property until 1947. During their term of ownership, Louise 
Farnsworth, a daughter, married Spalding K. Manson. Manson acquired an interest in the house in 1941. 
The Farnsworth-Manson family made their home at 4125 St. Charles but also continued the tradition of 
renting rooms to boarders. Classified advertisements offered rooms in the house for rent throughout the 

                                                      
6 1903-04-14 Death of Julius Picard Comes as a Relief 
7 1903-04-14 Death of Julius Picard Comes as a Relief 
8 1900-05-24 Temple Sinai Guild - Mrs Julius Picard Music Committee, 4125 St Charles 
9 1910-11-01 Failing Health Leads Jeweler to End Life - Moise Waldhorn, 4125 St Charles; 1910-11-01 Moise 
Waldhorn Suicide 
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1920s and 1930s. These classified ads reveal, as well, that the property served as a hatchery for “Prime 
Poultry” during the later 1920s.10 
 
A series of severe accidents befell the occupants of 4125 St. Charles during the 1920s, including several 
serious automobile accidents.11 A workman fell from a ladder in September 1924, falling on top of a 
young boy. The boy’s leg was fractured and the workman endured injuries.12 
 
One violent incident involving the Farnsworths made headlines in 1923. Olin Farnsworth was the 
contractor building a structure at the corner of Canal and Rampart when a carpenter’s strike shut down 
projects across the city. Undeterred, Farnsworth hired non-union labor. The carpenters crowded the 
jobsite and demanded that work cease. With tensions running high, Farnsworth called his brother, George 
for help. The carpenters jumped George, prompting Olin to shoot Richard Braswell, one of the carpenters. 
The full, breathtaking story appears in the July 24, 1923 Times-Picayune and the New Orleans Item.13  
 
Notably, Mrs. H. Lee Brady, one of the tenants at 4125 St. Charles, reported that she had witnessed 
unidentified flying objects zooming over Lake Pontchartrain in July 1947. A number of New Orleanians 
made similar reports at the time, though the papers reported no resolution to the sightings other than to 
describe them as military test flights. The witnesses, however, discounted that explanation.14 
 

                                                      
10 1928-11-27 Prime Poultry and Eggs, 4125 St. Charles col 2; 1929-04-28 col 7 Hatching Eggs - Poultry 4125 St 
Charles. 
11 1923-01-11 Three Badly Hurt as Automobiles Crash - Richard Scott, 4125 St. Charles; 1931-07-12 Mrs James 
Viavant in auto accident 4125 St Charles col 3; 1931-09-19 Drunk Driver crashes outside 4125 St Charles col 6; 
1931-09-19 Zig Zag Driving col 4 4125 St Charles; 1931-09-20 Aged Woman Hit by Auto col 5 4125 St Charles; 
1922-12-31 Streetcar, Ford Collide - Farnsworth - 4125 St. Charles 
12 1924-09-22 Man Falls from Ladder and Boy's Leg is Fractured 
13 1923-07-24 Carpenters Shot, Attack on Non-Union Labor 2pp; 1923-07-24 Shot to Save Brother, Farnsworth Plea 
2pp 
14 1947-07-07 Flying Saucers Whir Over City, Say Orleanians – STATES; 1947-07-07 Saucers; 1947-07-08 Army 
Pilots to Renew Search for Air Discs - spotted by Mrs. H. Lee Brady 4125 St. Charles 2pp; 


