
2715 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, LA
a brief history

The beautiful home at 2715 St. Charles Avenue was constructed in 1858-59 by Cornelius Bicknell Payne, a prosperous steamboat 
agent.  Payne, who lived at the corner of St. Charles and Fourth, built two homes in the vacant lots upriver from his own home, 
following a pattern he had set with a number of properties in the Fourth Municipal District.  Payne sold the house on May 3, 1859 to 
Peter Runedette Fell for $9000.  At the time of Fell’s purchase, the Act of Sale noted that the buildings were “subject to a lease.”  The 
sale of the property the year previous described it as “vacant”, leading to the conclusion that the home was built during the period of 
Payne’s ownership.  Payne was a steamboat agent and real estate speculator responsible, as well, for constructing 2701 St. Charles 
Avenue.  Fell made his living in a number of different businesses, notably as a purveyor of china and glassware.  The listing for P.R. 
Fell in the 1861 edition of Gardner’s Directory of New Orleans shows Fell at “old” No. 651 St. Charles Avenue and his commercial 
concern, Fell & Marsh, at No. 36 Natchez Street.

The house sits on two lots, numbered 5 and 6, and has part of lot B at its rear.  In 
the 1850s, one of the lots facing Washington Avenue was divided into lots A and 
B, lot B being the rear half of the original lot and lot A being the front half.  On 
March 10, 1876, Lucien DeBuys purchased lot B from Rufus Rickey, thus adding 
the rear section to lots 5 and 6, which DeBuys already owned.  The survey in the 
middle of this page, from the act of sale before Notary Public James Fahey, shows 
this division.  

Numerous surveys of the property show that the footprint of the house has remained 
virtually unchanged in the century and a half of its existence.  The earliest survey 
in the archives dates to ca. 1872.  The survey, by City Surveyor Jonathan Frederick 
Braun, shows a two story home with a slate roof [shown above right].  The 1883 
Robinson Atlas, based partly on Braun’s surveys, shows the same structure [shown 
right, middle].  Maps produced by the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company in 1887 
and 1896 show the same structure, as well, albeit with greater detail.  Only in 1909 
do we find some change to the home, with the addition of one room on each floor 
at the rear of the side wing. The 1909 Sanborn map contains the notation “open 
1st,” showing the new section of the porch and the enclosed 2nd floor.  The 1896 
and 1909 Sanborn maps appear at the bottom right.

A Times-Picayune advertisement for an auction by Stern’s Auction Exchange, 
dated September 24, 1915, describes the contents of the home in that year, when 
it was owned by Katherine Walker Behan, wife of William J. Behan.  William 
Behan served as Mayor of New Orleans from 1882 to 1884 but ran unsuccessfully 
a number of times afterwards.  Mrs. Behan purchased the home in 1904, the same 
year her husband made his last attempt at the mayor’s office.
YEARS OWNER
2013-present Paul Fisher
2004-2013 Barbara Dunlap
1991-2004 Hill C. Riddle, Jr.
1954-1991 Garing-Ewing-Powell Family
1904-1954 Walker-Behan-Dreux Family
1889-1904 Isaac Lyons
1888-1889 John W. Phillips
1873-1888 Lucien DeBuys
1871-1873 John Mitchell Conway
1870-1871 Richard Gregory Taylor
1859-1870 Peter Runedette Fell
1857-1859 Cornelius Bicknell Payne
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