
The House: 
A Building Contract in the New Orleans Notarial Archives establishes a date of construction for 
929 Arabella Street of January 6 to March 18, 1896.  On January 6, Frederick H. Blessi conveyed 
the vacant lot to the Sixth District Building and Loan Association for $600; on March 18, Bles-
si repurchased the property, with buildings and improvements, for $1800.  Also on January 6, 
the Sixth District Building and Loan Association entered into a contract with builder Charles 
Breaux.  According to the terms of the contract, Breaux agreed “to erect and finish…in a per-
fect and workmanlike manner…, on the lot of ground owned by said 
Association and situated on Arabella street, in the square bounded by 
Chestnut, Camp, and Joseph…a double one story frame, slate roof, 
cottage.”  The architect Frank Dannenmann furnished the drawings and 
specifications for the house. The building activity at the beginning of 
1896 represented the culmination of nearly sixty years of development 
of the property, from its origins as part of Faubourg Hurstville, in 1837, 
to its incorporation into the City of New Orleans as part of the Sixth 
Municipal District, in 1870.  

The Booth’s daughter, Emma Wilbur Booth, proved the most notable 
historical personage to occupy the house at 929 Arabella Street, as she 
was chosen by the McDonogh Memorial School and the chairman of a 
selection committee to unveil the John McDonogh monument in La-
fayette Square.  John McDonogh had amassed a sizable fortune during 
a lifetime in business in New Orleans and left it entirely to the school 
children of the city.  Miss Booth, who finished her primary education in 
a mere three years, was “a bright, winsome child, beloved 
by her classmates, and admired by her teachers,” according 
to the Picayune.  The paper added the postscript, “At the 
time of the selection of Emma Wilbur Booth it was not 
known that she was the granddaughter of the popular and 
esteemed Ed Booth, who had, during his lifetime, given so 
much of his services to the people, particularly as a friend 
of public education…He was also one of the few citizens of 
recent generations who knew and honored McDonogh.”

The Town:
Cornelius Hurst purchased two tracts of land that had 
been part of the estate of Jean Baptiste Francois LaBreton 
in 1831 and 1832.  On March 17, 1837, Hurst engaged 
Benjamin Buisson to make a plan of the new faubourg.  Buisson’s plan, now heavily damaged, 
survives in the New Orleans Notarial Archives.  The surviving fragment shows only the first 
eight squares from the river, of which Square 34 is the eighth, not counting the batture.  A broad-
side advertising the initial auction of Hurstville can be found in the City Archives.  The glowing 
description stated, “Hurstville…affords an inexhaustible supply of luxuriant pasture for cattle 
during the spring and summer months…Merchants and other persons engaged in active pur-
suits near the center of the city, would find Hurstville a desirable situation for family residences, 
as they could reach their business in 12 or 15 minutes, by either one of the Rail Roads that will pass through it.”

Another plan, dated December 19, 1859 by Louis H. Pilie, survives in excellent condition.  The Pilie plan shows the original subdivision of Square 34 with lots 
facing Chestnut and Camp instead of Arabella and Joseph.  The plan provides a vivid graphic description of the undeveloped neighborhood in the years preced-
ing the Civil War.  Large tracts of what is now Uptown New Orleans lay dormant, their owners indicated – D.F. Burthe, and D.T. Walden – as well as the already 
developed Faubourgs Marly and Bloomingdale.  Note, as well, Pilie’s erroneous identification of the “City of Hurtsville.” 
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Center Top: John McDonogh monument located in 
Lafayette Square.  The monument was unveiled in 
1898.
Center Bottom: Times Picayune article from 1898 
describing the unveiling event of the John McDonogh 
monutment.
Center: The Buisson Plan of Hurstville, heavily dam-
aged, remains in the New Orleans Notarial Archives.
Top Right: The Pilie Plan depicting the slightly devel-
oped Hurstville as it stood in 1859. Comically, Louis 
H. Pilie entitled the plat map the “City of Hurtsville” 
instead of Hurstville.
Above: An auction notification found in the City 
Archives advertising valuable property for sale in 
Hurstville, 1837.


