
 
2212 ESPLANADE AVENUE 

A brief history 
By Greg Beaman 

 
2212 Esplanade Avenue stands among three houses constructed by Julius Weis in 1882.  Weis engaged 
builder Emile E. Dreyfous to build the three homes.  Dreyfous took out two permits related to the work, 
transcribed: 
 [February]  15th 
Bld  E. Dreyfous Esplanade [between] + Miro + Tonti 3 houses 

Frame 2 story  slate [roof]  $10,00 [sic]     
 
[…] 
 
Bld E. Dreyfous. Esplanade  Miro + Tonti. 3 frame [2] story slate [roof] 

1 double 2 single tennant [sic]  $6500 
 

The “Bld” at the beginning of each permit denotes that the builder took out the permit, not the owner.  
It is unclear why Dreyfous took out two permits for the work or why the listed price is different.  He 
filled out both applications the same day.   
 
Weis had purchased five lots of ground from Nicholas Marino Benachi, whose home still stands nearby.  
Weis held 2212 Esplanade until his death on December 31, 1909.  During his ownership of the property, 
Weis leased the house to a number of people.  The earliest we know for certain, from City Directories, is 
Otto Hines, who appears in the 1898 Directory listing his residence at 2212 Esplanade.  Unfortunately 
the 1890 Federal Census no longer exists for Louisiana, so city directories are our most reliable source.   
 
A second source, found more infrequent but usually just as reliable in terms of accuracy, are the city’s 
newspapers.  We find a wedding notice of September 16, 1900 for Miss Helen D’Aquin and Mr. John 
Baquie, who were married the previous day at St. Ann’s Church.  After a glowing description of the 
ceremony, the dresses, and tuxedos, we discover that the new Mr. and Mrs. Baquie planned to “be at 
home to their friends at the residence of the bride’s mother, 2212 Esplanade Avenue.”  Indeed, the next 
year, John Baquie showed up in the City Directory, listed as a clerk living at 2212 Esplanade.  The 1900 
Census, enumerated June 8, 1900, three months before the wedding, gives details on the D’Aquin 
family.  Charles, the head of the household, was a native-born Louisianan and a sugar broker.  Charles 
and his wife, Josephine, had two daughers, Helen and Lelia.   
 



Perhaps the most intriguing bit of information to come from the 1900 Census is the revelation that 
Charles Baquie and his family lived at 2218 Esplanade prior to Charles’ marriage to Helen D’Aquin.  The 
September wedding was, therefore, a joining of two families already very close to one another.  We can 
imagine a few months of courtship between the young lovers, perhaps long evenings spent in deep 
conversation on the gallery of either house (maybe under the watchful eyes of parents).  Did Charles 
and Helen know one another before their families became neighbors?  Did one catch a glimpse of the 
other on moving day?  Was it love at first sight?  Did they stroll through backyard gardens or along the 
Bayou Road? 
By 1910, the Baquie’s and D’Aquin’s had moved on from Esplanade Avenue.  The 1910 Census does not 
have an entry for residents of 2212 Esplanade, in fact, suggesting that house had become vacant for one 
reason or another.  Julius Weis’ children had inherited the property and remained in ownership until 
December 16, 1919, when they sold it to Mrs. Jeanne Louise Marchesseau and her husband, Henry B. 
Sere.  At the time of the 1919 sale, the parties acknowledged the twelve month lease on the home in 
favor of Mrs. L. Tricou.  Tricou’s lease lasted until September 30, 1920.  Mr. and Mrs. Sere must have 
known Mrs. Tricou at least in passing, for the Sere’s lived at 2216 Esplanade when they purchased 2212.  
The next year, 1921, the Sere’s moved to 1418 N. Rocheblave, the home of Mrs. Sere’s parents.   Henry 
B. Sere worked for his father-in-law, George Marchesseau, as an electrical contractor. 
 
The 1920 Census lists eight individuals at 2212 Esplanade, all renters.  Rene J. Tricou, the head of the 
household, was a 44-year-old commercial broker, born in Louisiana.  The rest of the household consisted 
of Rene’s wife, Louise, and children Clifford, Abita, Paul, and Marie L.  Also staying with the Tricou’s 
were Rene and Louise’s nephews, Henry and Alveno Barnett.  The Barnett brothers and Paul Tricou were 
all employed as billing agents in a cotton house.  Clifford Tricou worked as a secretary for an automobile 
supply company.  Clifford was new to his employment, as he had served in the United States Army 
during World War I. 
 
It seems likely that the Tricou’s did not renew their lease with the new owners after September 1920.  
An October 24, 1920 item in the Picayune tells of an averted tragedy regarding George O. Burrive, 
identified as a resident of 2212 Esplanade.  Burrive, 68 years old at the time, attempted suicide by 
drowning but was unsuccessful due to the efforts of the crew of the Martin Behrman, in service as the 
Jackson Avenue ferry.  “According to the police,” the Picayune reveals, “Burrive, with his hand in his 
trousers pockets, walked off the rear end of the ferry when the boat was in midstream…Lifeboats were 
immediately lowered and Burrive was rescued in an unconscious condition.”  We learn further that 
Burrive “regained consciousness a few minutes later.”  He gave the reason for his attempted self-
destruction as “family troubles.” 
 
On November 14, 1936, an 18-year-old resident of 2212 Esplanade, Thadius Autin, struck 69-year-old 
John Halback with his automobile at Canal Street and S. Clark.  Autin took Halback to the hospital 
himself, the paper tells us.  Autin told police that the older man gave a signal that he would let the 
automobile pass but then “walked directly in front of the car.”  Halback suffered several fractures and 
was said to be in shock.  Unfortunately, Halbeck died of his injuries on March 13, 1937, after lingering 
for several months at Charity Hospital.  Autin was never charged with any crime in Halbeck’s death.   



 
The United States may have spent the first half of the 1940s embroiled in World War but New Orleans 
maintained its festive spirit, the folks at 2212 Esplanade no exception.  Miss Wanza Johnson, a 19-year-
old boarder, won the runner-up prize in the “Beautiful Legs” competition held at Pontchartrain Beach on 
August 5, 1943.  To Wanza’s credit, the judges “based their selections on the applause from the 
spectators.”   
 
The Narcisse-Theriot-Autin family purchased the house on January 31, 1924.  Rose Gaude and her 
husband, Pierre O. Theriot, agreed to a $6000 mortgage in exchange for the property.  Through three 
generations, the family lived at 2212 Esplanade.  Finally, after nearly 50 years, Clay Pierre Autin, Thadius 
Howard Autin, and Louise Martin, the widow of Clay’s and Howard’s deceased brother Kenneth, sold to 
the First Homestead and Savings Association.  The siblings collected $25,000 on the property at the 
March 30, 1972 sale.   
 
 
 
 
 


