
942 North Rampart Street 
a brief history 

 
 
 

The corner building at 942 N. Rampart Street, corner of St. Philip, has had a number of 
commercial uses during its lifespan.  The building dates to at least 1876, the year it appeared on 
the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map of the French Quarter, though an act of sale as early 
as 1802 describes “a brick house and brick kitchen” on the lot.1  The early acts of sale, however, 
describe a lot with 90 feet front on St. Philip, meaning the said brick house could very well have 
stood on what is today the lot behind 942 N. Rampart.  Not until 1832 does the lot description 
conform to present-day measurements.2  In 1862, the act of sale describes “a brick house, 
divided into four rooms, one of them fitted up as a drug store; closet, and cellar.”3  As early as 
1841, a druggist named “Gourdon” catered to the men of the Howard Association from his shop 
at the corner of Rampart and St. Philip.4  The 1885 Sanborn Map identifies “Cigar Mfg” at the 
building and an 1891 Picayune ad trumpets the “City Hall Cigar Factory” and the “Creole Hand-
Made Work” of its cigar rollers.5  By the 1920s, Joseph D’Angelo operated a shoe store at 942 
N. Rampart.  D’Angelo owned the property from 1919 to 1952, so it is likely he used the space 
as a shoe store for much of that time.  The real estate duo of Woodrow Batt and Murray Miller 
occupied the space as offices for a few years in the mid-to-late 1950s.     

By 1961, Ernest B. “Snake” Gonzales opened the “Golden Slipper Lounge” at the corner of 
Rampart and St. Philip.  A photograph dated October 10, 1962, located in the Historic New 
Orleans Collection, shows the building at that time.6  Gonzales would own the bar until at least 
1982, when his wife came into possession as the result of divorce proceedings.  The name 
“Snake” was, it seems, meant literally in the case of Ernest Gonzales.  A 1960 Times-Picayune 
piece describes a lengthy criminal career that Gonzales had only just begun at the time.7  
Throughout the years of his ownership of the Golden Slipper, Gonzales and others associated 

1 Though an exact date of construction is possible, this research focused on uncovering the history of the 
personalities who lived, worked, and played in the building and the stories that made up their lives. 
2 Carlisle Pollock, May 17, 1832. 
3 Hugues Pedesclaux, Notary Public, March 5, 1862. 
4 1841-09-08 col 1 Druggist 1st Municipality 5th Ward 
5 942 N Rampart 1885 Sanborn vol 2 Sheet 44-a Cigar Maker; 1891-09-01 City Hall Cigar Factory. 
6 1962-10-10 Golden Slipper HNOC 
77 1960-09-03 Snake Gonzales criminal history col 1 

                                                      



with the bar were named in countless criminal complaints.  The charges ranged from allowing 
“B-drinking8” to prostitution to assault and murder.9   

The criminal activity at the Golden Slipper reached new lows in June 1971, when Gonzales and 
others were arrested for abducting a 16-year-old girl, whom they “forced to take narcotics, 
perform B-drinking and prostitution.”  The victim “told police she was beaten and threatened 
with death…[and] was forced to attend a ‘school’ where she was taught various forms of sexual 
activity.”10  Gonzales was eventually sentenced to a total of six years in Angola after pleading 
guilty to all of the charges against him.11  The saga of Gonzales’ imprisonment and quest for 
parole swept up high-ranking politicians and well-known businessmen into the ring of corruption 
swirling around the Golden Slipper.12  

The evidence of Gonzales’ criminal career creates extremely strong ties between Golden Slipper 
to the New Orleans Mafia headed by Carlos Marcello.  Marcello has been one of the recurring 
Mafia figures linked to the assassination of John F. Kennedy, though no evidence links 942 N. 
Rampart to Marcello or the JFK assassination directly.  The most significant link to the New 
Orleans underworld comes via a 1975 Times-Picayune article which places Kent “Frenchie” 
Brouillette at a high stakes dice game in the Golden Slipper.13  Frenchie Brouillette was a 
relative of former Louisiana Governor Edwin Edwards and, as such, was able to sustain a 
decades-long career in the criminal underworld.  Brouillette’s biography, Mr. New Orleans, 
details his life running women and drugs in New Orleans.14  A detailed reporting of the Marcello 
crime family appeared in a 1982 special edition of the Times-Picayune.15   

Incredibly, the crime boss who oversaw New Orleans prior to Marcello, Silvestro “Silver Dollar 
Sam” Carollo, also had a tie to 942 N. Rampart, albeit an indirect one.  In 1931, “narcotics 
informer Hayes Penton…and another man were driving along when two other automobiles 
forced them to the curb at the corner of North Rampart and St. Philip streets.  Five men jumped 
out.  Penton was shot in the back [and]…lived to identify Carollo as his assailant.”16 

8 “B-drinking” is the practice of giving waitresses extra money based on enticing patrons to buy 
expensive drinks.  In New Orleans, at least, B-drinking often acted as a precursor to prostitution when the 
waitress would elevate the enticement from an expensive drink to sexual favors. 
9 1961-06-09 col 6 Woman Booked - Snake Gonzales; 1962-08-26 Two Arrested Snake Gonzales col 1; 
1963-04-07 Vice Squad col 1; 1963-04-09 col 6 Case of 3 continued; 1965-09-03 col 2 B-drinking; 1965-
10-12 col 3 Contributing to Minor's Delinquency; 1968-01-22 Barmaid Gets B-Drinking; 1969-08-28 col 
7 Three Arrested on Vice Charges; 1969-11-24 col 4 Prostitution Charge; 1970-09-24 col 2 B-Drinking 
10 1971-06-09 Three Nabbed Following Abduction & Sex School cols 4-5 
11 1971-11-24 Gonzales Gets Angola Term col 1 
12 1973-05-07 Snake Gonzales Parole Saga; 1973-05-14 Snake Gonzales' Aunt Obsessed; 1973-05-15 
Snake Gonzales Parole Saga. 
13 1975-09-24 Vice Squad - Golden Slipper Steak House - Snake & Frenchie Brouillette.   
14 www.mrneworleans.com.  Accessed March 27, 2014. 
15 1982-02-14 Marcello & NO Mob 
16 1982-02-14 Marcello & Mob - Silver Dollar Sam shoots informer at corner 
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An ad for the “Golden Steak House” cites “a long famous bartender…to serve you at the Bar 
Pepe Florus,” presided over by “Your Host, The Chief.”17 

The first decades of the 20th century cast a shadow of tragedy over the corner of N. Rampart and 
St. Philip.  A man riding in a passing streetcar had a coughing fit while passing the corner a week 
before Christmas 1908 and died before the car reached the next block.18  A pistol whipping 
injured a man in 1911.19  In 1919, a child was run over by an automobile and killed at the 
corner.20  A police chase originating in St. Bernard Parish ended at the corner in October 1926.21  
A streetcar struck a man in the spring of 1936.22 

 

17 1981-03-26 Golden Steak House - Right 
18 1908-12-19 A Coughing Spell at Rampart & St Philip 
19 1911-08-17 Some Trouble at the Corner 
20 1919-03-20 3rd item - Child Run Down at Corner 
21 1926-10-04 A Chase Ends col 4 St Bernard Notes 
22 1936-04-02 Streetcar Victim col 4 

                                                      


