
 

1110-12 St. Ferdinand Street
a brief history

Orleans Parish School Board member Henry C. Schaumberg 
caused the construction of 1110-12 St. Ferdinand Street in 
1929.  The 1929 Tax Assessment records show an increase 
of $3000 in the value of the property that year.  On the 
1937 Sanborn [ABOVE], we see that the house at 1110-12 
St. Ferdinand and the filling station at the corner had been 
constructed.  On the lakeside of the house, there is a building 
marked “A”, denoting an auto garage likely used by the occu-
pants of the house for their automobile.
The first and most famous New Orleanians to occupy 1110-12 
St. Ferdinand were the members of the Seim family, partic-
ularly Otto Seim, who rose above a life that steered close to 
criminal before steering a school bus for the Orleans Parish 
School Board for 26 years, each of them absent a single safety 
infraction.  Otto began driving a school bus for the O.P.S.B. 
in 1935.  Around the same time, Seim went to jail for taking 
illegal bets.  When police arrived at 1110 St. Ferdinand Street 
to arrest Seim on November 29, 1935, they found a record 
number of bets in his possession. 

FLOWER TOKENS: Henry C. Schaum-
berg, 2nd from left, sits with his fellow 
school board members as they cele-
brate the opening of a new school.  Schaumberg caused the construction 
of 1110-12 St. Ferdinand in 1929. Times-Picayune, January 3, 1931.
ABOVE: Otto Seim doing his duty as a school bus driver.  Seim won plau-
dits for his impeccable safety record. Times-Picayune, January 30, 1949.
SEIZED ON CHARGE: During the Great Depression, Seim dabbled in ille-
gal gambling. Times-Picayune, November 30, 1935.
The M&H OYSTER HOUSE satisfied hungry and thirsty locals during the 
1960s. Times-Picayune, January 26, 1966.
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