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The current house 924 Third Street acquired its present form between 1902 and 1909 thanks to Joseph 
Gitzinger.  The visual evidence from surveys suggests that the current structure integrated elements of an older 
house probably constructed by Richard Doughty between 1852 and 1858 and renovated by Joseph Gitzinger be-
tween 1881 and 1887.  In other words, the house now standing is probably composed of parts of a structure first 
built in in the 1850s.  There are a few differences between the original structure and the current one, though key 
similarities support the notion that the bones of the house are very old, indeed.  First, the building on the lot has 
always had two stories.  The general footprint of the house has remained fairly similar throughout the years, with a 
one story rear section.  The 1909 renovation included adding a second story to the front gallery.  There has always 
been a bump-out on the Constance Street side of the house, as well.  While the entirety of the evidence points in 
this direction, it must be noted that the Sanborn maps show the house sitting in different parts of the lot.  The 
1887 and 1896 structure sits further back in the lot while the later structure has been pushed forward.  We exam-
ined the records of building permits for the years 1896 to 1902, the years from which records remain extant, but 
found none that matched this property.  

The Gitzinger-Brandt family stands out as significant contributors to the history of 924 Third Street.  Jo-
seph Gitzinger, Jr. purchased the property November 16, 1863 from Anton Werner before Notary Public John 
F. Coffey.  Gitzinger paid $2,600, suggesting the presence of a house already on the lot.  The property remained 
unalienated until Gitzinger’s death in 1912 but passed at that time to his brother, Charles.  Following Charles Gitz-
inger’s death in 1919, one of their sisters, Elizabeth (wife of Frederick Brandt), inherited the property.  Elizabeth 
put the property in the name of her son, Charles Brandt, who passed it to his wife, Emma Barth in 1928.  Barth 
only sold the house in 1943.  The Gitzinger-Brandt family, therefore, remained in possession of the property for 
eighty years, from 1863 until 1943.  

For most of his adult life, Joseph Gitzinger, Jr. lived with his brother Charles and their other sister, Jus-
tina.  These three Gitzinger siblings remained single their entire life and lived together at 924 Third Street.  Joseph 
Gitzinger’s obituary in the Times-Picayune states, “During the more than three score years and ten, the Biblical 
terms of man’s days on earth, Mr. Gitzinger, though understood to have amassed something of a fortune, had kept 
most of his affairs a secret of his own heart.  A bachelor, living for the most part with members of his family, he 
had never fully shared his life with any companion” [Times-Picayune, August 9, 1912].  Indeed, the records of Jo-
seph Gitzinger’s succession support the conclusion of the Picayune that he possessed considerable wealth.  When 
Gitzinger died, his brother Charles petitioned the court to make an inventory of Joseph’s property.  The court 
appointed a team of appraisers to examine the matter. After discovering several bank boxes in his name, ready 
money in open bank accounts, and his real estate holdings throughout the Gulf South, the team discovered that 
Joseph Gitzinger owned assets worth $105, 202.47, or about $2.65 million in 2016 money [Civil District Court No. 
101,480, Succession Joseph Gitzinger. City Archives, Louisiana Division, New Orleans Public Library].  

How did Joseph Gitzinger make his money?  The obituary tells us that, after the Gitzinger parents settled in 
New Orleans from Germany when Joseph was six years old, Joseph entered the livestock commission business.  In 
fact, Gitzinger was “a pioneer in the trade” of livestock in New Orleans, according to the paper.  We know from an 
1870 notice in the classifieds of the Picayune that Gitzinger dissolved a partnership with Inbau & Aycock.

Charles Gitzinger made a name for himself in the business world of New Orleans, as well.  An October 5, 
1890 clipping from the Daily Picayune reads, “That popular and enterprising citizen, Charles Gitzinger, Esq., is 
building a mammoth annex to his store on Gravier Street, to meet the requirements of an increasing trade, and 
which at the same time demonstrates the fact that Charley is keeping in the front ranks of the Louisiana boom, 
that has lately characterized our city.”  Charles earned the honor and gratitude of more than the editors of the 
newspaper, too.  A note in the May 24, 1903 Picayune tells that, “The gallant Charles Gitzinger, of Dreux’s Com-
pany, Army of Tennessee, was presented with a magnificent badge by little Miss Anna Rault.  The old soldier had 
just turned the corner of Felicity and St. Charles, at the head of his company, when the dear little miss handed him 
the badge.  The incident was cheered by the spectators.”  This scene took place during a parade of Confederate vet-
erans, one of the many which adorned the city during these years.  Miss Anna Rault was one of the family of the 
Rault lock and gunsmiths who did business in the Lower Garden District from the 1850s onward and whose name 
still belongs to the H. Rault Locksmith Shop at 3027 Magazine Street.

After the death of the three Gitzinger siblings who made their home at 924 Third Street, the family rented 
the property.  A June 30, 1919 ad listed the property for rent at $35 per month.  Described as, “retired, front gal-
lery, hall, double parlors, dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, lavatory in each room, hall room, bath, gas 
electricity, sewered, servants’ toilet, shed,” the property rented quite quickly for the ad did not appear very many 
times.  In 1922, we discover that the family rented the upper and lower floor separately: $20 for the upper floor 
with four rooms and a bath and $25 per month for five rooms.  Potential tenants had the option to rent the entire 
home for $40 per month.  

The death of Charles Brandt in 1927 occasioned a notice in the Times-Picayune relating the details of the 
multiple bequests in his will.  Among them, we discover that Brandt gave “To the Redemptorist Fathers of New 
Orleans $200 for masses and the testator and $1000 for masses for the families of Brandt and Gitzinger.”

One of the tenants of 924 Third Street made the paper with the unfortunate news that he had been struck 
by an automobile.  “Gordon Chauffe, 17-year-old delivery boy, 924 Third Street, suffered head injuries about 3:30 
p.m. Thursday when his motorbike struck an automobile at St. Claude and St. Bernard avenue,” the paper reads.  
The piece continues, “The youth was riding on St. Claude avenue when he swerved into the side of the automo-
bile…He was removed to Charity Hospital by ambulance.”

Another tenant, Lois Taylor, made the paper in a report of her arrest for “soliciting drinks while on duty as 
[a] waitress.”  The arrest came during one of the regular police actions in the 1950s and 1960s to combat “B-drink-
ing,” an offense that involved a bar employee offering the prospect of sex in exchange for the purchase of expen-
sive alcohol.  After the closing of the legal red-light district in New Orleans, prostitution and other illicit activities 
moved into the “Tango Belt” of the French Quarter and hid behind the practice of B-drinking.  Sometimes the 
bars actually arranged liaisons between the customer and a prostitute but sometimes the B-drinking was a ruse to 
sell cheap champagne or liquor to unwitting customers who were then either robbed when they were too drunk to 
resist or thrown out when they were out of money.  

924 Third Street is owned in 2016 by Stephen and Virginia LaGuardia.

FAUBOURG LIVAUDAIS
From time immemorial, the marshlands between the great Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain hosted an 
uninhibited menagerie of flora, fauna, and wildlife.  The establishment of New Orleans in the early-eighteenth 
century signaled the beginning of the urbanization of the region, the imposition of human order upon the 
natural landscape.  With the arrival of European civilization to the crescent came the notion of land ownership, 
through which we tell the story of the settlement of New Orleans.  Upon founding New Orleans, Jean Baptiste le 
Moyne, Sieur Bienville asserted a claim to the entirety of the land from the upriver limit of the new city to “the 
bend above the Chapitoulas.”  When King Louis XV of France issued an edict on November 7, 1719 making it 
illegal for “governors, lieutenant governors, and intendants in the colony to possess plantations, allowing them 
only to have vegetable gardens,” Bienville began selling off the lands.  Quoting Meloncy C. Soniat’s indispens-
able essay on “The Faubourgs Forming the Upper Section of the City of New Orleans,”

Marie Celeste Marigny, wife of Jacques Francois Enoul de Livaudais, sold her 
plantation measuring Sixteen Arpents front on the River, to Matthew Morgan, 
Samuel Jarvis Peters, Levi Pierce and William Henry Chase, by act passed 
before Louis T. Caire, Notary, on February 24, 1832. The purchasers on March 
5, 1832, had Benjamin Buisson, Surveyor of Jefferson Parish, subdivide the 
property; they then called it “Faubourg Livaudais.” It was bounded above by 
Harmony Street and below by Faubourg Lafayette. 

The essay recounts the development of uptown New Orleans in the 19th century with scholarly ease.  Soniat 
does not follow the chains-of-title of sections smaller than the faubourg, leaving much new research for the 
interested historian of today.  

1887 Sanborn Map, showing 
“old” No. 164 Third Street.

1896 Sanborn Map, showing 
924 Third Street.

The obituary of Joseph Gitzinger, revealing some hitherto 
unknown details of his solitary lifestyle, taken from the 
pages of the Daily Picayune, August 9, 1912.

Three notices concerning 924 Third Street taken from the various 
real estate listings and news items in the Times-Picayune.
TOP: The June 30, 1919 issue of the Picayune included an ad placed 
by Ernest A. Carrere’s Sons realty firm, boasting of the modern 
home at 924 Third Street.
MIDDLE: By 1922, each floor of the home was offered separately.
BOTTOM: The May 9, 1943 paper noted the sale of the property.

Two pieces giving information on the professional lives of the Gitz-
inger men, Joseph and Charles.  
TOP: Joseph Gitzinger informed the public of the dissolution of his 
partnership with the livestock firm of Inbau, Aycock, & Co., January 
2, 1870, Daily Picayune.
BOTTOM: October 5, 1890, Daily Picayune.


