
[Below] Lazar Schwartz operated a dry goods outlet from 3027 and 
3029 Magazine in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century.  
The editors of the New Orleans Mascot, a popular and scathingly 
satirical weekly newspaper, singled out one of Schwartz’s employees 
for ridicule.  Unfortunately, other newspapers neither replicated nor 
acknowledged the Mascot’s reports, leaving us with little clue as to the 
true nature of the scene [The New Orleans Mascot, April 25, 1891].
[Left] A mysterious malady struck young Wilhelmina Ortie in late 
1914.  By March 1915, the young girl was buried in Lafayette Cem-
etery No. 1 [Times-Picayune, March 15, 1921].

     3027 Magazine Street was home to jazz trombonist Tom 
Brown during the 1920s.  Brown played an important, albeit 
unheralded, role in spreading New Orleans style jazz to a na-
tional audience.  The March 20, 1938 Times-Picayune featured 
a significant article the subject.   Brown related the story of 
how the band he led in Chicago in 1915 became the first music 
to have the label “jazz” applied to it.  The Chicago musicians’ 
union tried to force the New Orleans band to leave the Windy 
City.  When Brown and his bandmates refused, the union sent 
picketers to the club.  The picketers carried signs that read 
something to the effect of “Don’t Listen to Jazz Music,” in an 
attempt to associate the out-of-town music with Chicago’s slum 
areas and drive customers away.  The word “jazz” has a number 
of accepted origins, one being short for “jism” or “jasm.”  The 
sexual connotations were supposed to drive 
Chicagoans away from the club but had the op-
posite effect – crowds showed up out of sheer 

interest to hear the new “jazz” music.  
        During the first decade in which New Orleans style jazz rose to national prominence, Brown seemed con-
tent to remain in the background.  For much of the 1920s, he operated a music and novelty shop on Magazine 
Street while living in the quarters above the business.  By the late 1930s, however, he re-entered the jazz world, 
taking regular gigs with the increasingly popular jazz bands in the French Quarter.  As he aged, Brown even be-
gan hosting regular reunions of old-time jazz greats every year at Mardi Gras, garnering national press.

The Building

According to the records of building permits recorded by the 
City Surveyor, Otto F. Theisman took out a permit on June 
20, 1884.  The record shows that Theisman paid general con-
tractor Henry Beusel $3600 to build a “Double 2 sto[ry] Frame 
House” in the square bounded by Magazine, Camp, Seventh, 
and Eighth.  Otto F. Theisman’s building remains standing to-
day at 3027 MAGAZINE STREET.

Theisman purchased four adjoining lots and buildings on 
Magazine Street in 1874.  In those days, New Orleanians still 
thought of this part of town as “the suburubs,” a place where 
rural ways of life sat comfortably next to city conveniences.  
Municipal tax assessments show the varied activity along Mag-
azine Street during Theisman’s propietorship.  In 1884-85, for 
example, William G. Smith operated a bakery in old No. 835 
(new 3029) Magazine.  The assessment shows Smith paid tax 
on $200 worth of “Horses, Mares, Geldings, Mules, Jacks, Jen-
nies, all Neat Cattle, all Sheep, Hogs, and Goats.”  At the same 
time, Alex Mackay paid tax on a quantity of bank shares he 
held in his variety store at old No. 833 (new 3027) Magazine 
Street.

Research in local newspapers settled a lively neighborhood de-
bate as to the past uses of the building.  Stories circulated for 
years about chickens hanging in the window at some point in 
the past.  R.V. Glas, a poultry service dealer, placed the “You’ll 
Crow Too” and “More Eggs” advertisements, below right, to 
drum up business for his Magazine Street location [Times-Pic-
ayune, July 4 and May 9, 1920, 
respectively].  What would a 
poultry service store be without 
chickens hanging in the win-
dows?

Since the 1940s, 3027 Maga-
zine Street has been home to H. 
Rault Locksmiths.

Surveying Magazine Street
[Above] Survey by J.F. Braun, City Surveyor, 1874-1881.  
[Above right] Survey by Arthur de Armas, dated November 4, 1887 and at-
tached to an act before Andrew Hero, Jr., Notary Public.  Otto Theisman sold 
one of his four lots facing Magazine Street to Angelo Bazile.
[Right] Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map, 1885.
[Far Right] Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map, 1896.  By the late nine-
teenth century, much of the 3000 block of Magazine appeared as it does today.
[Below right] A July 9, 1948 Times-Picayune advertisement publicizing the ex-
tent of Magazine Street’s business offerings, among them H. Rault Locksmiths.

DATES OWNERS
1990-present James Henry & Katherine Miller
1947-1990 Russell & Edna Lott Staub
1946-1947 Carl Elfenbaum & Russell Staub
1926-1946 Joseph Cannizzaro
1923-1926 Jacob Denny
1874-1923 Otto F. Theisman and Heirs
1853-1874 William Harrison Foster
-1853 Fayette Pierson
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