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1858-1874 William C. Lee
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1307 PLEASANT ST.
a brief history

Built in 1875-76, the beautiful home at 1307 PLEASANT STREET has been home to wealthy New Orleans merchant families, an ag-
ing widow and her nurse, skilled craftsmen, school teachers and university professors, a court stenographer, clerks, and  Hollywood 
starlets.  James Hagan, a successful marble dealer, purchased several lots of ground from the succession of William C. Lee on Febru-
ary 25, 1874.  The petition of Lee’s testamentary executor reads, 

The incomes derived from leases of the real estate are small and totally inadequate to discharging the debts 
due.  A sale of a portion of the real estate for the purpose of raising money to pay off the said debts of the 
Estate is imperative…A large portion of said ground is vacant,…the buildings in it are old and dilapidat-
ed,…[and] it will not bring more than enough to pay the specific debts and…it is the least desirable portion 
of the real estate belonging to the succession.1 

The lots Lee’s succession sought to dispense with faced Chestnut with a depth of 112 feet, 9 inches on Pleasant Street.  When James 
Hagan acquired the lots, he re-carved them to face Pleasant Street.  Next to a modest shotgun house in the middle of the block, old 
No. 177 Pleasant, Hagan began building a stately, two-story home for his son, James Peter Hagan, and his son’s new bride, Olivia 
Vinton.  Tragically, James Peter died in the new home of yellow fever on November 2, 1875, one of the thousands of New Orleani-
ans who lost a battle with the disease that year.  The inventory of James Peter Hagan’s estate lists the furnishings and personal effects 
remaining in the house after his death, conveying an image of comfort without ostentation.  In one room, we find “two sofas, two 
arm chairs, six chairs and one centre table valued...at $100.”  In the bedroom, “one bedstead and bedding, one armoir, one bureau, 
one wash stand, and five chairs (all walnut) valued...at $110.”  In the dining room, “one extension table, one sideboard, and six chairs 
valued...at $50.”  Lastly, we find what was quite likely Hagan’s most treasured possession, “one gold watch and chain valued...at $75.”2  
The Hagan family would suffer another loss at the hands of yellow fever on September 14, 1878 when two year old Mary Hagan died 
in the other Hagan home on Pleasant Street, between Coliseum and Prytania.  Olivia Vinton Hagan, James Peter’s widow, continued 
to live in the home into the twentieth century.  

The home stayed in the Hagan family until September 27, 1920, when Miss Lotta Grace Butcher Daudelin, a school teacher, pur-
chased the property for $4500.  In 1924, Daudelin married Mr. Clyde Forshag.  Prior to her marriage, Daudelin rented rooms in the 
house to supplement her teaching salary.  One of her ads in the Times-Picayune read, “FURNISHED, three connecting housekeeping 
rooms; private family, 1307 Pleasant street.”3   In the 1930s, Mrs. Forshag earned high praise for the extraordinary gardens she kept.  
The Times-Picayune featured her garden in a 1937 piece, describing it as “one of the prettiest little floral pictures fringing the Garden 
District.”4  Read the entire article and view a photo of the scene, right.

We discover that Clyde Forshag worked as a Teller in the New Orleans Federal Reserve Bank from his letter to the editor, published 
in the Times-Picayune’s “Thoughtometer” of September 21, 1924.  A reporter stood at the corner of Canal and Carondelet street ask-
ing the week’s question, “It has been contended that the tourist who merely passes through is a liability rather than an asset to a com-
munity: do you favor tourist traffic when no stop is made?”  Forshag responded, “If you have a good town, tourists are an asset at all 
times and under all conditions, if they pass right on through at the full speed limit.  They see what sort of a place it is, the name of the 
town is impressed upon their mind and good is bound to come of it.  The cost is very slight, too, with a high probability of gain.  If 
one town doesn’t gain some other town in the parish or state is very likely to benefit.”5   Perhaps Forshag himself traveled higher than 
the “full speed limit” a few years later when police fined him $5 for “ignoring [a] police signal.”6

Hollywood came to the Garden District in the 1990s, right around the time Estelle Mae Bruner née Mackey purchased the home, 
on March 15, 1995, for $249,000.  In the 1980s, Mackey struck up a close friendship with Verita Bouvaire Thompson.  Thompson 
rocked the Hollywood establishment in 1982 with the publication of her memoir Bogie and Me: A Love Story, recounting her twelve 
year affair with screen legend Humphrey Bogart.  Shattering the myth of Bogart’s and Lauren Bacall’s “perfect Hollywood marriage,” 
Thompson revealed how Bogart kept her on staff to care for his toupees in order to hide their illicit romance.  Longtime residents of 
Pleasant street recalled how Thompson would return home late after long nights carousing in her French Quarter bar named, fitting-
ly, “Bogie and Me”.  News of Thompson’s death in 2008 garnered internation headlines, cementing her place in history.

In 2010, Cheryl A. and Benson T. Nicholl purchased the home, ensuring its future stability for years to come.

1 Succession of William C. Lee, Second District Court #36,133.  New Orleans Public Library, Louisiana Division, City Archives. 
2 Succession of James Peter Hagan, Civil District Court #19, 342.  New Orleans Public Library, Louisiana Division, City Archives. 
3 Times-Picayune, October 2, 1921.
4  Times-Picayune, October 17, 1937.
5 Times-Picayune, September 21, 1924.
6  Times-Picayune, August 14, 1928.

IMMEDIATE LEFT: Elisha Robinson’s 1883 
Atlas of New Orleans, showing 1307 Pleasant 
on Square 189.  Courtesy New Orleans Notarial 
Archives.

IMMEDIATE RIGHT: The Lee Monument, 
built between 1877 and 1884 with marble sup-
plied by James Hagan.  Library of Congress.  
The newspaper clipping at bottom right taken 
from the Daily Picayune, December 19, 1877.

“PLAN OF 6 LOTS”: Survey by Albert G. 
Blanchard showing the situation of the lots 
when they faced Chestnut Street, dated May 
25, 1853.  Courtesy New Orleans Notarial Ar-
chives.

FAR RIGHT: Verita Bouvaire Thompson and 
an unidentified man doing hair and makeup 
for Humphrey Bogart, ca. 1950s.  Thompson 
and close friend Estelle Mackey at a launch 
party for Thompson’s explosive memoir, Bogie 
and Me, 1982.  

“AMATEUR GARDNERS BUSY”: An article 
and photo featuring the gardens of Mrs. Clyde 
Forshag.  Times-Picayune, October 17, 1937.

TOP RIGHT: Two photos of 1307 Pleasant tak-
en from the Real Estate sections of the Times-
Picayune.  The top photo dates from 1995, 
when Estelle Mackey purchased the property.  
The bottom photo, “Uptown,” dates from the 
1989-90, when Clark and Louise Barousse 


