
6035 Laurel Street New Orleans, LA
a brief history

By: Our House Stories

Mr. Charles Menard built the house located at 6035 Laurel Street in 1901.  He had purchased five lots of ground from the 
heirs of Aspasie Eulalie Villabeuvre, widow of Samuel Jarvis Peters, Jr., on July 27, 1899.  A carpenter by trade, Menard 
proceeded to build a house for himself and his family on lots 16 and 17.  The house is described as a single, one-story frame 
dwelling with attractive front and side porches.  The1896 Sanborn Map shows that the the square was vacant in 1896.  The 
next Sandborn map was not published until 1909 and did indeed include the structure located at 6036 Laurel street.  In order 
to narrow down the year of construction, the City tax assessments were used to identify the year in which construction was 
complete.

By 1902, the first year the city directories list Menard at 6035 Laurel, the tax assessment had climbed to $2700 from $700 in 
1899, the year Menard purchased the five lots.  Increases in the assessment would have reflected gradual improvements to the 
property.  While the increase from $700 to $1250 would not have accounted for a new house on the lot, the increase to $2700 
in 1902 most certainly would have.  The higher tax assessment combined with the knowledge that Charles Menard first 
listed his address as 6035 Laurel in the 1902 Soards’ City Directory leaves no doubt as to the date of construction.  In 1903, 
the tax assessment on the five lots increased to $4000, suggesting that one of the double shotguns at 6023-25 or 6027-29 
had appeared by that time.  Even though the addresses 6023-29 do not appear in the city directiories until 1907, only further 
research would confirm the development of the block subsequent to the construction of 6035.

The Menard family stayed on Laurel Street until 1952, when Mary Menard Crawford, Charles’s granddaughter, passed away.  
Mary Menard’s surviving husband, James F. Crawford, sold the house to Dr. and Mrs. William J. Smithers on June 18, 1952.   
Dr. Smithers was a professor of languages at Tulane University who earned a national reputation as an expert in language 
education techniques.  Mrs. Smithers was active at Tulane, as well, as a booster and dedicated alumna.

The Smithers sold the house to Leslie Claire Newman on March 5, 1996.  After only two years, Newman conveyed the 
property to Sergei J. Hillery on July 20, 1998.  John T. Nesser IV and his wife, Ashley Randle Nesser, purchased the home in 
its 110th year, on June 7, 2011.  The Nesser’s improved the home substantially in 2013, adding 2nd and 3rd floor additions at 
the rear of the house.  The additions of the home by the Nesser family have helped ensure its survival for another century.

In the earliest years of his ownership, Charles Menard 
constructed a complex of pigeon lofts at the rear of 
the property, where he bred and sold pigeons under 
the banner “Audubon Pigeon Lofts.”  These pigeons 
likely competed in races or were trained as homing 
pigeons.  Menard may have even built the pigeon 
lofts before the house itself, since the tax assessments 
increased from $700 to $1000 from 1899 to 1900 and 
to $1250 in 1901.  

Keeping pigeons was a pastime and profession of 
Louisianans since the days of Bienville.  Many of the 
oldest plantations surviving today have or had a pi-
geonnier on their grounds.  Things had not changed 
so much during the century of suburbanization in 
New Orleans that began with the subdivisions of 
Faubourgs Marigny and Ste. Marie at the turn of the 
19th century.  Homeplace Plantation in Hahnville 
and Magnolia Plantation in Derry both built barns 
for these birds on their properties during the 19th 
century.  Menard may have been inspired to keep 
pigeons from reading an 1896 feature piece in the 
Daily Picayune which detailed how the United States 
military used specially trained pigeons for perilous 
wartime missions (see picture above).  

ABOVE LEFT: 1909 Sandborn Map depicting the structure located at 6035 Laurel Street.  ABOVE CENTER: Advertisement in the Times Picayune 
advertising the sell of the property at 6035 Laurel Street.  The advertisement ran on September 16, 1923.  ABOVE RIGHT TOP: Land survey dated 
1952 taken at the request of the Mr. and Mrs. Smithers.  ABOVE RIGHT BOTTOM: Mrs. William Smither is pictured in the Times Picayune article 
from October 28, 1924 when she was elected treasurer of the Tulane University Club.  Mrs. Smither is third from the left.


