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the neighborhood

From time immemorial, the marshlands between 
the great Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain 
hosted	an	uninhibited	menagerie	of	fl	ora,	fauna,	and	
wildlife.  The establishment of New Orleans in the 
early-eighteenth century signaled the beginning of the 
urbanization of the region and the imposition of human order upon the natural landscape.  With the 
arrival of European civilization to the crescent came the notion of land ownership, through which 
we tell the story of the settlement of New Orleans.  The following essay will explain the prehistory 
of 4736 Prytania, built by Charles F. & Mary Anna Weidner Buck in 1894.  

 Upon founding New Orleans, Jean Baptiste le Moyne, Sieur de Bienville, asserted a 
claim to the entirety of the land from the upriver limit of the new city to “the bend above the 
Chapitoulas.”  When King Louis XV of France issued an edict on November 7, 1719 making it 
illegal for “governors, lieutenant governors, and intendants in the colony to possess plantations, 
allowing them only to have vegetable gardens,” Bienville began selling off the lands.1  In 1723, 
Bienville began to subdivide parts of his plantion into parcels ranging from six to eighteen arpents 
along the River.  This land was leased primarily to German immigrants and used to grow rice 
and corn.  Eventually, most of this land was sold to the French and developed as rice and corn 
plantations.  A survey completed in 1737 suggests that the owners did not live on the plantations 
and that of the more than twenty plantations in the uptown area, only seven had principle houses 
(as	opposed	to	workers	houses	and	barns).		In	1807,	Faubourg	Plaisance	was	the	fi	rst	plantation	
1 Friends of the Cabildo, New Orleans Architecture, Volume I: The Lower Garden District, Gretna: 
Friends of the Cabildo and Pelican Publishing Company, 1975.  3.

Elisha Robinson, Atlas of the City of New 
Orleans, 1883

Wade Hampton II (1791-1858)
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A detailed drawing by Jacob Rothaas, included in Plan Book 110.  Th is plantation house may be the house 
built by Louis Bouligny in 1829 but there is no confi rmation that this is the case.   Th e above pictured  house 
stood approximately on Laurel between Valence and Bordeaux.

subdivided in the area that would later become Jefferson City.

 Before Mary Anna Weidner Buck purchased half of Square 344 from James 
McCracken on May 25, 1875, this particular square had passed through a number of 
owners.  We can best understand the development of the property by beginning before 
the Louis Bouligny subdivided the area into squares and lots.  Between 1772 and 1807, 
Valentin Robert Avart amassed a 38-arpent frontage on the Mississippi River in the 
middle of Bienville’s original holdings.  Part of Avart’s holdings sold to General Wade 
Hampton of South Carolina in 1816.  It was General Hampton who named the plantation 
“The Cottage.”  

 It remained as such until 1829, when General Hampton sold his property to 
Louis Bouligny.  Bouligny amassed property between Upperline and General Taylor in 
an effort to start a sugar plantation, which ultimately failed.  Bouligny began work on 
his plantation house in1829 long before he subdivided the area which became known as 
Faubourg	Bouligny.		The	house	he	set	out	to	build	was	to	be	an	impressive	house,	fi	fty-
one feet across and forty-four feet deep according to the buidling contract.  The location 
of this house remains unknown.  Perhaps the house pictured above was the end result of 
multiple design changes.  
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 In 1831, Bouligny sold the lower half of his plantation (the area between General Taylor 
and Napoleon) to Samuel Kohn and Laurent Millaudon.  Today Lawrence and Samuel Squares, 
along Napoleon Avenue, are named for these men.  By 1834, Bouligny was forced to subdivide his 
land into squares and lots to avoid his creditors.  Bouligny hired well known surveyor Charles F. 
Zimpel to subdivide the remaining half of his land.  

	 The	lot	upon	which	4736	Prytania	stands	today	first	appeared	on	Charles	Zimpel’s	Plan 
of Suburb Bouligny, dated April, 1834.  Zimpel surveyed and subdivided the plantation of 
Louis Bouligny into squares and lots in preparation for the grand auction of May 26, 1834.  The 
auction attracted prospective buyers from all parts of the country but especially upwardly mobile 
New Orleanians.  Notably, the New Orleans and Carrollton Rail Road began operations along 
St. Charles Avenue (running through the Bouligny plantation) in the same year. The gradual 
development of uptown New Orleans provided investment opportunities for countless speculators.  
Some squares and lots remained vacant well into the 20th century.  At the Bouligny auction in 1834, 
some bidders came to the auction with building plans already drawn, it seemed, so rapidly did the 
houses rise. 

 Philippe Sterling purchased the entire ilet assigned number 52, bounded by Prytania, 
Bordeaux, Perrier, and Valence for the sum of 326 piastres.  Sterling, the act tells us, lived “in 
suburb Annunciation on Magazine Street.”  Handwritten addenda appear in the margins of the act, 
shedding additional light on the circumstances of the transaction.2  When John Calhoun purchased 
the square from Sterling, before Louis T. Caire, the same notary, on March 10, 1840, he paid 
$750.83, twice the sum Sterling paid six years previous.3  The act of sale to Calhoun from Sterling 
tells that Zimpel divided the square into ten lots on his 1834 plan, although no subsequent acts 
bother giving each individual measure in the property description. 

 Calhoun did not fare so well on his investment, selling the square in 1846 for $350, only 
slightly more than Sterling paid in 1834.  Calhoun’s sale saw the property return, ironically, to the 
Bouligny family.  Alfred Bouligny sold a 100’ frontage on Prytania and Perrier and a 200’ frontage 
on	Bordeaux	five	months	later	to	Edmond	Ganucheau	and	Dominique	Bouligny,	most	likely	
the brother of Louis, “with all the improvements.”  Unfortunately, no other description of said 
improvements survives, leaving us to speculate whether those “improvements” were a residence, a 
stable, a fence or some other alteration to the property with perceived value.  

	 The	price	of	the	lot	of	ground	escalated	significantly	by	the	time	Henry	J.	Lonsdale	paid	
$2000 cash for the entire square from Ganucheau and Bouligny.  Most likely, the neighborhood 
benefitted	from	its	incorporation	into	Jefferson	City	in	1850,	an	act	of	suburban	consolidation	
which brought with it civic government, taxes, and an active political class.  Jefferson City 
stretched from Toledano Street, just below Louisiana Avenue, to Joseph Street, just above Jefferson 
Avenue.		Lonsdale’s	possession	lasted	until	1870,	when	Sheriff	D.W.	Bisbee,	of	Jefferson	Parish,	
seized Lonsdale’s property for non-payment of a debt.  The matter concluded when Emile Robert 
2 Acts of Louis T. Caire, Notary Public, Vol. 38-A, Act 578, “Act of Sale: Pierre Soule, acting for Louis Bou-
ligny, to Philippe Sterling,” May 26, 1834.
3 Acts of Louis T. Caire, Notary Public, Vol. 75-A, Act 112, “Act of Sale: Philippe Sterling to John Calhoun,” 
March 10, 1840.
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Chevaillen, a Jefferson City wood and coal dealer, paid $280 for the “square of ground 
with all the improvements thereon, situated in the suburb West Bouligny…No. 52.”4  

 All indications suggest that some residences stood on the square by August 25, 
1870,	for	John	T.	Michel	must	have	felt	justified	shelling	out	a	handsome	$8000	on	the	
purchase.  The 1883 Robinson Atlas shows three wooden structures on the square - two 
identical houses facing Bordeaux on the uptown side of the square and a larger residence, 
owned by Charles Pascoe, stood on the river half of the square, facing Valence.  Although 
Robinson published his insurance maps in 1883, he made the drawings from information 
supplied by New Orleans City Surveyor John F. Braun.5  Braun compiled his surveys in 
the mid- to late-1870s.

 In 1874, John T. Michel, former mayor of Jefferson City, used his half of the 
square as collateral to pay a debt owed to the Succession of William McCracken.6  
Although McCracken only collected $500 from Michel, Mary Anna Weidner – 
Mrs. Charles Francis Buck, that is – paid $2000 for the Prytania side of the square.  
Unfortunately, no map survives that would show the state of the square when Mary 
Weidner Buck bought it on May 25, 1875.  The Robinson Atlas remained the only full-
scale survey of the city until the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company began producing its 
maps of New Orleans in 1885.  The gap in the record remains until the second edition of 
Sanborn maps in 1896; the 1885 version features sparse coverage of the former Jefferson 
City.  

 Thankfully, several key events in the house history of 4736 Prytania occurred in 
the intervening years to provide clues as to what the block looked like in the 1870s and 
1880s.  The sources suggest the following scenario.  Emile Robert Chevaillen most likely 
built the two houses shown on the Robinson map during his ownership of the property, 
from March to August 1870.  Chevaillen had not only the resources of a wood and coal 
dealer, but also those of Jefferson City tax collector and superintendent of wharves 
and landings.  Those resources earned him a substantial return on his original $280 
investment,	a	profit	of	$7720.		When	Mary	Weidner	Buck	purchased	the	land	on	May	25,	
1875, she paid only $2000, suggesting that either James McCracken wanted to resolve 
his father’s will as quickly as possible or a sharp drop in property values.  The Sixth 
District	Assessor	valued	the	property	at	$3500	when	McCracken	sold	it	to	Weidner-Buck.		

Between 1881 and 1883, we know the Buck family went on a building spree but 
we do not know if they tore down the two houses built by Chevaillen or if they burned 
or fell of their own accord.  The 1882 tax assessment gives a value of $1000 but notes 
also	“2	D.T.	[Double	Tenement]	Houses,	building,	unfinished.”		When	the	assessor	

4 Sheriff ’s Sale, “Sheriff D.W. Bisbee (Jefferson Parish), to E.R. Chevaillen,” March 13, 1870.  
5 The entire Robinson Atlas can be viewed online at http://www.notarialarchives.org/
robinson/index.htm.
6 “James McCracken, administrator of the Succession of William McCracken  vs. John T. 
Michel, No. 6570 of the Docket of the Sixth District Court.” 
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returned the next year, he valued the corner of Bordeaux 
and Prytania at $3000.  After the Buck’s built their own 
grand residence, which stands today at 1320 Valence 
in a form quite different than its original, in 1883, the 
assessment reached $13,000.  Although Charles F. Buck 
took out a $6000 mortgage on the property in 1890 and a 
$9000 mortgage in 1892, the tax assessment did not change 
again until 1894, when it reached $32,000.  Interestingly, 
although Mary Weidner Buck purchased the property 
originally with her funds separate from the community 
with her husband, Charles F. Buck acquired the land after 
the 1892 mortgage.  

 In 1897, just a few years after the construction 
of the group of houses in the 4700 block of Prytania, the 
Underwriters Inspection Bureau of New Orleans produced 
a detailed inspection book of many buildings in the city.  
The city then used these inspections to determine insurance 
rates for nearly every house and property in New Orleans.  
Only a handful of the street rate slips survive, Prytania 
Street among them, giving us a wonderful insight into the 
appearance	of	this	fine	residential	street	(opposite	page).

We have reason to doubt the accuracy of that 
insight, unfortunately, as we know that the information 
provided on this street rate slip for 4736 Prytania is 
inaccurate.  Whether the underwriters made site visits or 
relied only on the listed reference – “Sanborn Map, pages 
265-272” – they should have seen that the home at 4736 
Prytania stood two stories high (right).  The street rate slip, 
however, lists the property as a single-story structure.

This one sheet of insurance information attests, 
quite correctly, to the extent of Charles F. Buck’s real 
estate holdings in his side of West Bouligny.  In addition 
to owning half of the square designated No. 344, he also 
owned a number of properties on the square just downriver, 
No. 343.  With the exception of an “Outhouse” in the rear 
of 4618 Prytania, all of Buck’s lots had dwellings upon 
them.  One can imagine the well-to-do Buck, fresh from a 
term in the United States House of Representatives, feeling 
quite	satisfied	with	the	life	he	had	built	for	himself	and	his	
family.  

Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map, New 
Orleans,Vol. 5, Sheet 460, 1909.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map, New 
Orleans,Vol. 5, Sheet 460, 1951.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map, New 
Orleans,Vol. 3, Sheet 265, 1896.
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Prytania Street Market, 1915, New Orleans 
Public Library. 

Prytania Street Market, 1940, New Orleans 
Public Library. 

Underwriters Inspection Bureau Street Rate 
Slip, 1897

The street rate slip and the comparison 
of the 1895, 1908 and 1951 Sanborn maps 
offers a glimpse into the development of the 
neighborhood along Prytania Street.  The 4600 
and 4700 blocks were then, as now, strictly 
residential.  The commercial zone that begins 
now at in the middle of the 4800 block existed 
already, as well, with the appearance of Tuck 
Sing’s Chinese Laundry at 4806 Prytania.  

The most notable change in the built 
environment of the neighborhood is the absence 
of the Prytania Market.  The two photos to the 
right depict the market, which stood on the 
trianglular sliver of ground between Lyons and 
Upperline.  Building plans in the City Archives 
date the renovation of the market to 1922.  
Builder J.L. O’Connor completed the original 
iron structure in February 1891.  The president 
of the Prytania Street Market Company was 
none other than Charles F. Buck.

page 7



the house
New Orleans Architecture, Volume VII: Jefferson City, 
part of the excellent series published by the Friends of 
the Cabildo, argues for a construction date between 1890 
and 1892 for the three houses numbered 4726, 4730, and 
4736 Prytania, based on the mortgage activity in those 
years.  Using a wider variety of sources, however, one 
reaches the conclusion that the building activity, which 
also included the construction of 1313 Bordeaux, did 
not take place until 1894-95.  As mentioned above, the 
mortgages Buck took out on the property did not affect 
the tax assessment, a suggestion that no building took 
place immediately.  The 1891-92 tax assessments have a 
barely legible notation in the “Remarks” column (and the 
damaged	microfilm	available	makes	a	definitive	reading	
difficult.)		The	notation	may	read	“L.H.	illegible” and “2 
D.	Bord.	44.”		While	a	guess	as	to	the	meaning	of	the	first	
notation would be foolhardy, the second notation seems to point to two doubles on 
Bordeaux.  These two double buildings would be the same two buildings the Buck’s 
built in 1881-1882.

 The fog of the past lifts in a very real way upon discovery of the 1894-1895 
tax assessments.  These assessments prove that the Buck family constructed 4736 
Prytania in 1894-1895.  Not only does the assessment jump to $36,000 but the 
assessor took the time to value the personal property of individuals living in 4726, 
4730,	and	4736	Prytania	for	the	first	time.		From	the	assessment,	we	know	that	John	
G.	Wallaster	(Wallister)	was	the	first	person	to	live	at	4736	Prytania.		Once	again,	
poor	microfilm	copies	of	the	original	documents	(which	were	not	retained	after	they	
were	filmed)	hinder	perfect	conclusions,	though	the	legible	notations	give	a	very	
good idea of what happened that year.

 In the “Remarks” column, the assessor wrote “large residence” in the row 
with the Buck’s personal residence at 1320 Valence.  In the next rows, he wrote, 
“3	Prytania	front	45-135	/	1	Bordeaux	41-98	/	new	stable	/	2	D.H.	[double	houses]	
moved / Pascoe house moved…”  To the left of these notes, we see the following 
jotted notes:

      850 moving 3 houses – 
     1000 stables –
               10,000 4 single cottages

New Orleans Daily Picayune, July 8, 1888.
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 What do these 117-year-old scribbles 
mean?  They mean that Charles F. Buck built 
4736 Prytania in 1894-95, as well as 4726 
and 4730 Prytania and 1313 Bordeaux.  He 
built a new stable to serve his own residence, 
moved the two double houses on Bordeaux 
Street from the Prytania corner to the Perrier 
corner, and moved the house formerly 
belonging to Charles Pascoe from its front 
on Valence to 4721 Perrier.  Comparison of 
the Robinson Atlas (page 2) and the Sanborn 
maps (page 6) shows the movement of these 
houses.  The best explanation is that the 
Buck’s wanted their own home to dominate 
the Valence frontage, so they removed Pascoe’s house to Perrier.  Certainly, Charles 
F.	Buck	wished	his	residential	environs	to	reflect	his	new	status	as	a	United	States	
Congressman.

Charles Francis Buck (b. 1841 d. 1918)
The life of Charles F. Buck was one of great involvement in civic affairs.  He served 
as	president	of	the	Prytania	Street	Market,	grand	marshal	of	the	Sixth	District	
Firemen, president of the German Protestant Orphans Asylum, president of the 
Mutual Homestead and Builders Association, served on the school board, served as 
city attorney from 1880-1884, served in the US House of Representatives from 1895-
1897, was Grand Master of the Louisiana Freemasons and a Thirty-third degree 
member of the order.  In addition to these major achievements, Buck also holds the 
honor	of	being	the	stakeholder	at	the	first	official	World	Chess	Championship,	held	
in New Orleans in 1886.  

 We cannot form an accurate picture of how Charles F. Buck came to live 
and	flourish	where	he	did	without	first	telling	the	story	of	the	family	of	Daniel	
Weidner.  Weidner had established his own preeminence in Jefferson City a few 
decades	before	Charles	F.	Buck	married	Mary	Ann,	Daniel’s	daughter,	on	October	
4,	1870.		According	the	1861	city	directory,	Daniel	Weidner	operated	a	grocery	at	
the corner of Bordeaux and Chestnut, in Jefferson City, which he maintained for 
some time.  After the conclusion of the Civil War in 1865, Weidner purchased the 
entire square of ground bounded by Prytania, Valence, Perrier, and Cadiz.  By 1872, 
William	Weidner,	Daniel’s	son,	appears	in	the	city	directory	living	on	Valence	at	the	
corner	of	Prytania.		Although	Daniel’s	name	does	not	appear	in	the	1872	directory,	

New Orleans Daily Picayune, January 9, 1896.
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we can hazard a guess that he moved the same year since 
he owned the property and appears in the directories at that 
location after 1873.  The Weidner’s moved into a new house 
they erected at 4619 Perrier.  They moved next door to their 
daughter and new son-in-law, who lived in a “one-and-one-
half-story,	five-bay,	center	hall	frame	cottage	in	late	Classic	
style” facing Valence.1  According to Buck family tradition, 
Charles gave his wife the house as a wedding present.  In 
1883, the Buck’s built the home still standing at 1320 
Valence.  

 With the acknowledgement of the Weidner family, 
we can begin to examine the life of Charles Buck, the man 
responsible for most of the houses standing today between 
Prytania, Bordeaux, Perrier, and Valence.  Perhaps the best 
source for the details of the early life of Charles Francis 
Buck comes from his own epoch.  The City of New Orleans: 
The Book of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Louisiana: And Other Public Bodies of the “Crescent 
City,” published in New Orleans in 1894, describes the 
steep trajectory of Buck’s life and success in the parlance 

of his own time and place.  “Chas. F. Buck, Attorney, of the Masonic Temple, has been one of the 
foremost lawyers in the state for years,” reads Buck’s entry.  It continues

 He is distinguished also in Masonic circles as Grand Master of the State for six years and as 
a Thirty-third degree member of the order.

 His career has been one of industry, achievement, and success.  He came to this city 
a poor boy, and has risen to an honored place in the community, in the face of many 
discouragements, particularly in his youth.  He is a native of the Black Forest, Germany, but 
has lived here since 1852.

 His father was ruined by the political convulsions of 1848 and ‘49 in Europe, and migrated 
here.  In 1853 all that was left of the family was Mr. Buck, the subject of this sketch, and a 
young sister.  The rest had been carried off by fever.  

 Thus early thrown upon the world, he began life as a chore boy, and so continued until 
1857.  He then entered the Fisk school and graduated in 1861.  His record there earned him 
an honorary cadetship in the State University, and here he remained until 1863, when he 
was appointed a professor.

 At the close of the war he began to the study of law with the celebrated Christian Roselius, 
and eight months after was admitted to practice.  He has since risen to the topmost round, 

1 The house the Buck’s lived in still stands at 4624 Prytania, a location it was moved to in the 
1930s.  Friends of the Cabildo, New Orleans Architecture, Volume VII: Jefferson City, 155.

Charles Francis Buck, 1896.

page 10



both socially and professionally.2

One does not doubt that Buck deserved every bit of his success.  Between 
the publication of the passage above and Buck’s death in 1918, the man 
who built 4736 Prytania would rise even higher in the social and political 
worlds.  The surviving record of Buck’s life portrays him as a man of 
deep civic engagement, extreme business acumen, and compassion for 
the needy.  He must never have forgotten his own humble origins even as 
he left them behind for a life of comfort and prosperity.

	 We	first	encounter	Charles	Buck	in	the	pages	of	the	Daily 
Picayune, July 20, 1869, when Buck took time away from his law 
practice to address the wards of the German Protestant Orphan Asylum 
of Jefferson, on State Street between Camp and Chestnut.  On the 
occasion of the laying of the cornerstone for a new building to house that 
institution, Buck delivered a brief oration, inspired surely by his own 
orphaned youth.  Buck “paid a brief but eloquent tribute to the nobility of 
the undertaking,” the article tells us, “commended the zeal and charity of 
the directors, and hoped they would be rewarded by the success of their 
labors.”  To the directors of the orphanage, Buck spoke,

 “May you attain this success to the fullest extent merited by 
your	zeal.		May	all	your	beneficent	undertakings	prosper	and	
progress; and as this structure, dedicated to house the homeless 
and shelter the destitute, of which you have this day laid 
the	cornerstone,	rises	under	the	hammer	of	the	skillfull	[sic]	
craftsman, out of raw and shapeless material into a beautiful 
and perfect whole – so may its tender inmates, under your care 
and guidance, bloom forth from weak and helpless infancy 
into	a	bold,	confirmed	and	conscious	manhood,	ornaments	to	
their race, and an honor to those kind gentlemen who zealous 
charity has been the fountain of their welfare.  Then, gentlemen, 
will you attain your reward; then will you enjoy the fruits of 
your labors, the charity which you practiced having yielded its 
harvest returns to your own bosoms, you will be gladdened in 
your ‘heart of hearts,’ and truly feel that the quality of charity, 
like that of mercy, ‘is twice blessed,’ for ‘it blesseth him that 
gives as well as him that takes.’”3

Buck’s involvement with the German Protestant Orphan Asylum 
continued	for	decades.		In	the	1890s,	we	find	numerous	notices	
advertising meetings of the asylum’s board of directors signed “Chas. F. 

2 The City of New Orleans: The Book of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Louisiana: And Other Public Bodies of the “Crescent City,” New Orleans, 1894. 
3 Daily Picayune, July 20, 1869.  

New Orleans Daily 
Picayune, July 20, 
1869.
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Buck, President.”4  The social world of the Germans in New Orleans 
continued to demand the oratory of Charles Buck, as we see from 
another 1869 article in the Daily Picayune advertising an “appropriate 
oration, in the ...German language...by Chas. F. Buck, Esq.” in honor of 
the German philosopher Alexander von Humboldt.5  

 Charles Buck’s involvement in civic affairs seems to have been 
motivated at times by a desire to protect his investments.  In September 
1891,	Buck	joined	a	massed	gathering	of	Sixth	District	residents	in	
rallying	against	the	expansion	of	the	Texas	and	Pacific	Railroad	in	their	
neighborhood.  The crowd met in the Prytania Street Market at 7pm 
on the evening of September 12.  The presence of surveyors working 
along Bordeaux Street led to a rumor that the railroad “intended to steal 
a march, as they did last fall, and lay a track along the street from the 
river to Claiborne.”  Though many in the crowd acted with certainty 
that the railroad men would materialize at midnight to lay new track, 
Buck used the dispassion of the law to assuage his neighbors.  “I, for 
one, believe the rumor to be merely a rumor, for I, as a lawyer, have 
searched in vain for any rights to Bordeaux or Upperline streets granted 
the	Texas	and	Pacific	Road	by	this	city,	and	I	do	not	think	the	road	
has the temerity to attempt such an invasion,” said Buck.  “If the road 
has even the smallest right of way on Bordeaux street, their claim is 
sacred,” he continued, “but if they have not and invade it, you and I 
have the same right to tear up the track that we would have to throw a 
mad dog out of our yard.  All we need is the determination.”  Buck’s 
actions and words to the crowd that night were likely motivated by his 
desire to keep his real estate investments secure against the onslaught 
of the railroad into his quiet corner of uptown.6

 Buck built the houses along Prytania Street in the same year 
he ran a successful campaign for Congress, winning the seat for 
Louisiana’s	Second	Congressional	District.		Buck’s	opponent,	H.	
Dudley	Coleman,	contested	the	election,	accusing	the	Buck	campaign	
of “many suspicious and illegal acts.”7  A federal government report on 
contested congressional elections released in 1901 described the causes 
for the contested election.  Coleman charged, “The votes of one parish 

4 See, for instance, Daily Picayune, November 17, 1891.
5 Daily Picayune, September 11, 1869.
6 Daily Picayune, September 13, 1891.
7 Chester H. Rowell, A historical and legal digest of all the contested 
election cases in the House of Representatives of the United States 
from the First to the Fifty-Sixth Congress, 1789-1901.  Washington: 
Government	Printing	Office,	1901.	717.

Columbus Day celebration in 
Lafayette Square, where Buck 
spoke. New Orleans Daily Pica-
yune, October 22, 1892.

Knights Templar Hall, where 
Buck’s funeral would take place. 
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 
June 25, 1892.

Chapter Room, Masonic Lodge.  
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 
June 25, 1892.page 12



and three wards of another were thrown out on the ground that

the watchers appointed by the Republicans were refused 
admission	to	the	polling	places	by	the	Democrats.		
Republicans, mostly colored men and legal voters, who would 
have	voted	for	[Coleman],	were	refused	the	right	of	suffrage;	
tally sheets, lists of voters, and poll books were altered and 
forged; ballot boxes were stuffed with fraudulent ballots, and 
many	other	illegal	acts	done	in	the	interest	of	[Buck]	and	
against	[Coleman].8

The	finer	points	of	the	case	against	Buck	mattered	little	to	the	
congressional investigators tasked with deciding the matter.  
House Resolution 202, passed on March 12, 1896 (more than 
half-way through Buck’s term), declared Buck “entitled to 
seat.”9

 Judging Buck strictly from his public statements, 
it seems unlikely he had any personal hand in encouraging 
or executing any of the electoral irregularities of which 
his campaign stood accused.  The record of public service 
Buck amassed throughout his life, his humble origins, and 
his dedication to charity suggest a man who would have 
disapproved strongly of such behavior.  Certainly Buck did not see any irony in 
advocating	selfless	public	service,	as	he	did	in	a	speech	before	Congress	memorializing	
recently deceased representative Charles Crisp.  “Public service should, as a principle in 
our country, be always commended,” Buck advised.  “Few men enter politics from purely 
selfish	motives.		

They	do	not	find,	if	they	enter	from	selfish	motives,	what	they	seek.		They	soon	find	that	
it	is	a	service	and	a	sacrifice,	not	a	gathering	of	fruits;	and	whatever	the	original	motive	
may be with which public men begin to develop themselves, there is always at the bottom 
the sentiment of patriotism, a desire and an ambition to serve our fellow-men, to be 
workers	in	the	field	of	progress	and	of	good	toward	our	country.		The	wholly	selfish	man	
rarely troubles himself about public life.  He nurses his personal comfort, and concerns 
himself no further about the law and the liberty of the land than is necessary to protect his 
own rights and the pursuit of happiness as he understands it.  Happily for the human race 
and happily for this great country and the people of the United States, mankind stands 
vindicated in the high shrines of the temples of duty and devotion.  It awes the scoffer 
into	ineffectual	retreat.		It	shoves	by	the	selfish.		The	history	of	man	and	human	progress	

8 Rowell, Contested Election Cases, 717.
9 Catalog of the Public Documents of the 54th Congress, 1st Session, and of all 
departments of the Government of the United States, for the period form July 1, 1895 to 
June 30, 1896.		Washington:	Government	Printing	Office,	1898.		130.

Grand Master Buck. New 
Orleans Daily Picayune, June 
25, 1892.
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is	an	eternal	story	of	sacrifice,	devotion,	
and of self-denial.10

 Upon his return to New Orleans from 
his brief tenure in Congress, and only a few 
years after the Buck family began accepting 
tenants for 4736 Prytania and its companion 
homes closer toward Valence Street, Charles 
Buck	ran	for	mayor	as	the	Democratic-
Conservative candidate – the “Old Regulars” – 
against the reformist candidate of the Citizens’ 
League, Walter C. Flower.  Buck lost the race 
by just over 6000 votes.  Apparently, Buck 
nursed	a	desire	for	the	mayoral	office.		He	ran	
again in 1904 only to lose to Martin Behrman by 3900 votes.  

 Buck’s death in January 1918 prompted an outpouring of affection from those whose lives 
he	impacted	through	his	service.		One	of	the	finest	tributes	to	
Buck’s life came from the Freemasons in New Orleans.  At his 
death, Buck had achieved the thirty-third degree of that order, 
the highest possible, and held the titles “Sovereign Inspector 
General for the State of Louisiana and the Canal Zone” and 
“Grand	Prior,	Supreme	Council	[for	the]	Ancient	and	Accepted	
Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A.”  At the 
Masonic funeral service, the orator, A.L. Metz, spoke of “a 
greater greatness than the greatness of earthly royalty…of 
ancestral dignity and renown.”  Metz summed up Charles Buck’s 
inspirational life story in the following passage:

It is the greatness of one who comes up from the 
common walks of life and achieves fame for himself; 
the greatness of him who by the use of opportunities 
common to all, rises above the level of the multitude.  It 
is the greatness of him who in youth breaks in a truant 
mind and disciplines it into the habits of the student 
and the scholar – who in manhood chooses his calling 
with a singleness of purpose.  It is the greatness of him, 
who, by severe self-culture and patient obedience to 
duty reaches the crown or very acme of his profession 
and stands among the tallest of his peers.  And there is 
a greatness, even greater than this.  It is that of the man 
who rises above the level of his generation in moral 

10 Memorial Address on the Life and Character of Charles Frederick Crisp (late a Representative 
from Georgia), delivered in the House of Representatives and Senate, Fifty-fourth Congress, 
Second Session.		Washington:	Government	Printing	Office,	1897.

Cover of Funeral Program for Charles F. 
Buck.

Buck Tomb in Metairie Cemetery.
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worth – who, in the repression of all the baser passions of human 
nature, is superior to the temptations of evil; who, adding virtue 
upon virtue, builds up a character that throws off the solicitations 
of vice and immorality, as the rock of Gibraltar throws off the 
combined sprays of the Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean.

Metz related as well a brief moment he had shared recently with Buck.  “Several weeks ago, he 
spoke to me thus,” Metz proclaimed.  Echoing Buck, he continued, “I am prepared to go; I have 
done no man injustice or wrong, knowingly; I have done my duty to my family and to my people.  
I have tried to do my duty as I saw the light by the judgment which God implanted in my mind 
and soul.  I am prepared for all eventualities.”  
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TIMELINE OF PREVIOUS TENANTS

YEARS OWNERS

1972-present Sorrell Lanier Family

1942-1972 Edgar E. Smith Family

1919-1922 Wade, Zelia, and Lucy Barnett

1916-1918 Vacant

1915J.C., Gladstone, and Milton Horter

1914Charles J. Harter

1913S.F. Barrager

1912John C. Harter

1908-1911 William J. Mitchell

1897-1907 Charles F. Bodley Family

1896John W. Woolfolk, Jr.

1895John G., Sears E., and David R. Wallaster

the inhabitants

John G. Wallaster (1895)
Chicago-born lithographer and art dealer John G. 
Wallaster	(1868-1936)	was	the	first	resident	of	4736	
Prytania,	along	with	his	brothers	David	R.	and	Sears	
E. Wallaster, according to the 1895 Soards’ Directory 
(shown	on	opposite	page).		David	and	Sears	worked	as	
traveling agents of the American Lithograph Company 
of	New	York,	which	firm	John	Wallaster	managed	at	
131 Camp Street.  John Wallaster worked for many 
years	at	the	Camp	Street	office,	maintaining	the	firm’s	
national appeal.  The company employed a stable of 
lithographers to produce pieces and advertisements 
such as the one at right.

Advertisement for Shirley “President” Suspenders, 
manufactured by the American Lithograph Com-
pany.  John G. Wallaster would have sold items like 
this one.

One	practical	result	of	the	Buck	family’s	steady	subdivision	of	their	property	was	an	influx	of	
renters.  The Bucks lived comfortably in the stately home at 1320 Valence while they reserved the 
other houses on the block for renters.  Consequently, simple reliance on the chain-of-title reveals 
very little about the people who lived at 4736 Prytania.  Fortunately, city directories, census re-
cords, newspapers, and a variety of other sources enable us to compile a list of previous inhabitants 
of the home.  Using these sources, we also get a glimpse of the lifestyles, occupations, family ties, 
and pastimes of past occupants.  The following pages display the results of an investigation into 
the lives of the tenants of 4736 Prytania.



Soards’ Directory of New Orleans, 
1895.

Times-Picayune, February 22, 1931.  

John W. Woolfolk, Jr. (1896)
John W. Woolfolk, Jr. moved into 4736 Prytania in time to make the directory listings for 
1896.  Woolfolk listed his employment as “clerk.”
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TIMELINE OF PREVIOUS TENANTS

YEARS OWNERS

1972-present Sorrell Lanier Family

1942-1972 Edgar E. Smith Family

1919-1922 Wade, Zelia, and Lucy Barnett

1916-1918 Vacant

1915J.C., Gladstone, and Milton Horter

1914Charles J. Harter

1913S.F. Barrager

1912John C. Harter

1908-1911 William J. Mitchell

1897-1907 Charles F. Bodley Family

1896John W. Woolfolk, Jr.

1895John G., Sears E., and David R. Wallaster

Charles F. Bodley Family (1897-1907)
In 1897, Charles F. Bodley moved into 4736 Prytania with his wife, Maude,  
and their son James W.  By the time the family appears in the 1900 Census, 
they had hired Marie Seatere, an African-American woman from Texas, as 
a live-in servant.

Charles F. Bodley came from a respectable West Virginia family 
whose	wealth	came	from	manufacturing	fine	quality	wagons.		The	Bodley	
Wagon Company was incorporated in 1891 after operating since 1832 
as Bodley Brothers.  Charles F. Bodley’s grandfather, Joshua, started the 
company	 with	 his	 brothers,	 Joseph,	 James,	 and	 Daniel.	 	 The	 company	
opened a New Orleans branch about 1893.  Charles F. Bodley came to New 
Orleans	the	same	year	to	manage	the	office	at	130	Camp	Street.		

 We can only speculate whether Bodley knew John G. Wallaster, who 
managed the American Lithograph Company at 131 Camp Street.  Certainly 
it would seem much less likely that the two men did not know each other.  
Did	Mr.	Wallaster	encourage	Mr.	Bodley	to	rent	the	handsome	new	home	at	
the corner of Prytania and Bordeaux?

 The couple often entertained guests at 4736 Prytania Street and twice 
they	were	included	in	the	Society	section	of	the	Daily	Picayune.		The	stately	
home provided a delightful 
and	 dignified	 backdrop	 to	
such soiree as the one detailed 
in the Daily Picayune on May 
17, 1898.  

Right: New Orleans Daily Picayune, 
May 22, 1898.



Charles F. Bodley Family (cont.) 
On Tuesday, May 17, 1898, “Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Bodley entertained a dinner 
party…in honor of Lieutenant Hirsh, U.S.A. Eighteenth Regiment.”1  The home 
must	have	been	filled	with	military	dignitaries,	friends,	and	neighbors.		The	Spanish-
American	War	had	commenced	officially	on	April	25,	1898,	meaning	Hirsh	probably	
came to New Orleans as part of the war effort.  The “Lieutenant Hirsh” in question was 
probably Harry J. Hirsch of Pennsylvania.2

1 Daily Picayune, Sunday, May 22, 1898.
2 United States Army Register, War Department Document 110, Adjutant General’s 
Office, 1899.  180.

The Bodley family at 4736 Prytania.  United 
States Federal Census, 1900.

New Orleans Daily Picayune, 
March 10, 1901.
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TIMELINE OF PREVIOUS TENANTS

YEARS OWNERS

1972-present Sorrell Lanier Family

1942-1972 Edgar E. Smith Family

1919-1922 Wade, Zelia, and Lucy Barnett 

1916-1918 Vacant

1915J.C., Gladstone, and Milton Horter

1914Charles J. Harter

1913S.F. Barrager

1912John C. Harter

1908-1911 William J. Mitchell

1897-1907 Charles F. Bodley Family

1896John W. Woolfolk, Jr.

1895John G., Sears E., and David R. Wallaster

United Fruit Building, 321 St. Charles Avenue, built 1920.

William J. Mitchell (1908-
1911)
William J. Mitchell, a banker at the 
Commercial National Bank, and his wife, 
Marian, lived on the downtown-river 
corner of Prytania and Bordeaux for four 
years.  The Mitchell’s immigrated to the 
United States from Canada in 1878.1

John C. Harter (1912)
No profession or biographical information 
available.

S.F. Barrager (1913)
S.F. Barrager dwelt at 4736 Prytania for 
just a year, during which time he worked 
as the wharf superintendent for the United 
Fruit Company, one of the top tropical fruit 
importers in the United States in those years.

Charles J. Harter (1914)
No profession or biographical information 
available.

1 United States Federal Census, 1910.

United Fruit Company shoremen on 
the wharf in New Orleans, 1940s.



Horter Family (1915)
Not long after businessman  J.C. Horter moved his 
family out of 4736 Prytania, his son, Gladstone, wrote 
the following letter from the front lines of World War I.1  
Gladstone Horter’s letter to his father told of the great 
damage the war had done to the French towns and villages.  
The letter, from 1917, states that the Horter family left 
New Orleans in 1915, meaning their last residence in 
the city must have been 4736 Prytania.  One wonders if 
Gladstone thought of his New Orleans home when he 
wrote, “In some of the larger towns, no houses can be 
found	fit	to	live	in.		They	are	all	shelled	to	pieces.”		

Gladstone Horter worked as an army surveyor, building 
roads and bridges.  In the letter, he compared the work 
in France to similar work in other locales.  “Things 
were...even worse in Honduras, when I was surveying 
for the railroad,” he wrote.  “Even building levees on the 
Mississippi wasn’t so much of a much.”

Vacant (1916-1918)

1 Times-Picayune, October 21, 1917.  

Gladstone Horter’s letter.  Times-
Picayune, October 21, 1917.



TIMELINE OF PREVIOUS TENANTS

YEARS OWNERS

1972-present Sorrell Lanier Family

1942-1972 Edgar E. Smith Family

1919-1922 Wade, Zelia, and Lucy Barnett

1916-1918 Vacant

1915J.C., Gladstone, and Milton Horter

1914Charles J. Harter

1913S.F. Barrager

1912John C. Harter

1908-1911 William J. Mitchell

1897-1907 Charles F. Bodley Family

1896John W. Woolfolk, Jr.

1895John G., Sears E., and David R. Wallaster

Wade Barnett & Miss 
Zelia Barnett (1919-1922)
Although Wade Barnett lived in 4736 
Prytania for only a short time, he 
deserves a special mention for his work 
as a civil engineer.  Employed for a 
number of years with the Sewerage 
& Water Board, Wade made a name 
for himself partly as the designer of 
the Lennox Station pumping system 
situated in Algiers at the Orleans-
Jefferson parish line.  The station 
contained two 14-foot siphons, believed 
at the time “to be the largest in the 
world,” as well as two 10-foot siphons, 
dedicated to draining the West Bank of 
New Orleans.  

New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 26, 1931.

New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 26, 1931.

New Orleans Times-
Picayune, July 26, 
1931.



New Orleans Times-Picayune, February 28, 1923.

New Orleans Times-Picayune, February 
28, 1923.

Wade Barnett & Miss Zelia Barnett (cont.) 

Miss	Zelia	Barnett	gained	fame	in	New	Orleans	as	the	head	of	a	design	firm	which	she	
operated from a studio	at	1220	St.	Charles	Avenue.		At	that	time,	Dombourian	Oriental	
Rugs	referred	its	customers	to	Zelia.		Dombourian	boasted	of	Zelia’s	designing	
prowess in their ads published in the Times-Picayune.		According	to	the	Dombourian	
advertisement placed repeatedly in the newspaper, “Miss Zelia Barnett has a 
decorating and furnishing studio and will be pleased to consult with you as regards, 
curtains,	floor	coverings,	and	furniture.”1  One can be certain that Zelia brought her 
unique design touch to 4736 Prytania in the years she lived there with her brother 
Wade, their mother Lucy, and their servant Josephine Canare.2

1 Times-Picayune, February 28, 1923.  
2 1920 United States Federal Census.

Edgar E. Smith Family (1942-1972)
Edgar E. Smith purchased some of the Buck family property in 1939.  As far back as 1923, 
Smith	worked	for	the	Bucks	as	the	renting	agent	for	their	uptown	properties.			A	classified	
advertisement from the September 9, 1923 edition of the Times-Picayune listing him as 
the agent for 1307 Valence, 4730 & 4736 Prytania, and 1301 Bordeaux.  1301 Bordeaux 
was one of the two houses Charles Buck moved from the Prytania corner of Bordeaux to 

the Perrier corner of Bordeaux in 1894.  
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Sorrell Lanier Family (1972-present)
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TIMELINE OF PREVIOUS TENANTS

YEARS OWNERS

1972-present Sorrell Lanier Family

1942-1972 Edgar E. Smith Family

1919-1922 Wade, Zelia, and Lucy Barnett

1916-1918 Vacant

1915J.C., Gladstone, and Milton Horter

1914Charles J. Harter

1913S.F. Barrager

1912John F. Harter

1908-1911 William J. Mitchell

1897-1907 Charles F. Bodley Family

1896John W. Woolfolk, Jr.

1895John G., Sears E., and David R. Wallaster

TIMELINE OF PREVIOUS OWNERS

YEARS OWNERS

1972-present Mrs. Eleanor Buie, wife of & E. Sorrell Lanier, Jr.

1972 Mrs. Jane Smith, wife of & Robert Stickney

1939-1972 Edgar E. Smith & heirs

1875-1939 Mrs. Mary Anna Weidner, wife of & Charles F. Buck

1874-1875 James McCracken

1870-1874 John T. Michel

1870-1870 Emile Robert Chevaillen

1852-1870 Henry J. Lonsdale

1847-1852 Edmond Ganucheau & Dominique Bouligny

1846-1847 Alfred Bouligny

1840-1846 John Calhoun

1834-1840 Philippe Sterling

1829-1834 Louis Bouligny

1816-1829 General Wade Hampton

Timelines

page 25




